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Tithes and Oblations are the property of 
God, and for the use of the poor. Hefore Him 
and them Appropriates, both giver and 
receiver must he prepared to make their 
account. 

The danger of Appropriation has been 
declared by the Western Church, as will be 
seen from the Councils quoted in this book; 
and by our own Church in the Council of 
Oxford. That the law of the Runlm considers 
Tithes and Oblations as belonging to God and 
inalienable from His service, is also mam- 
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tained in the Treatise, De Ecclesiis Non Teme- 

Thc perfection of the ancient English law 
was argued, by Lord Coke from its remote 
antiquity, and from the integrity of those who 
np to his time had been most learned in it a . 

But law is perfect only as it approaches the 
Foundation of all law, eijitrus Svyar^p Evvofiia h . 
To understand the spirit then of good laws, 
there is required knowledge of tills Foundation, 
without which the learning and acutcness 
even of Selden, may mislead. In this our 
author was learned, as well by piety as by 
study of Fathers, Councils, and historians of 
the middle ages. 

This circumstance gives peculiar weight to 
the testimony of Sir Henry Spelman, on the 
bearing of the Common Law on this point 
especially. 

The present wort was published by him 
first at London, A. D. 1613, without the 



Preface, which was added to the two Oxford 
Editions, hy his son, Clement Spelman, Puisne 
Baron of the Exchequer in the reign of 
Charles II. The greater part of the instances 
in this Preface, seem to he taken from Sir 
H. Spelman's work on the History and Fate 
of Sacrilege ; which, though written in the 
year 1632, remained in MS. till 1698. This 
latter work was left to Mr. Stephens, Prehendary 
of Lincoln, to perfect and publish : and he 
began an edition of it in the year 1663 ; hut 
this edition continuing in the Press, perished 
in the fire of London. It is reported" on the 
authority of one of the Prelates of the Church, 
that Mr. Stephens was forbidden to proceed 
in it, lest the publication of it should give 
offence to the nobihty and gentry. The object 
of the Preface is to shew that the English 
nation has been warned against sacrilege, not 
only by laws divine and secular, but also by 
visible judgments from God. 



The presumption that the histories here con- 
tained, mark the Divine di^plinsure agninst the 
sin of sacrilege, is not uncharitable towards them 
whose names are recorded : the actual sufferer 
is not to he presumed guilty according to the 
measure of his temporal punishment. "Think 
ye," said our Lord, "that these men were 
sinners above all the Galileans ?" Punishment 
in this life falls sometimes on the offender, and 
so he is corrected ; sometimes on his children, 
and so the honour of God is vindicated. While 
if at other times the worst offenders remain 
unpunished, even in their children, men learn 
that God is long-suffering— that His ways are 
past searching out — and that evil-doers treasure 
up for themselves wrath against the day of 

tenth. 

But it is enough to make men pause when 
they consider that the like calamities have in so 
many instances followed the like offence. In 
any ordinal')' business they would he deterred 
by an observation of the like kind, however 



inexplicable : much more when the fitness of 
the punishment is instinctively acknowledged 
by all mankind. Heathen as well as Christian ; 
which general voice of mankind is a practical 
proof of God speaking within us. "Such," says 
Hooker, " is the general detestation of rapine 
in this kind, that whereas nothing doth either 
in peace or war more uphold men's reputation 
than prosperous success, because in common 
construction, unless notorious improbity be 
joined with prosperity, it seemeth to argue 
favour with God; they which have once stained 
their hands with these odious spoils, do 
thereby fasten unto all their actions an eternal 
prejudice, in respect whereof , for that it passeth 
through the world as an undoubted rule and 
principle that sacrilege is open defiance to God, 
whatsoever afterward they undertake, if they 
prosper in it, men reckon it but Dionysius his 
navigation; and, if any thing befall them 
otherwise, it is not, as commotdy, so in them 
ascribed to the great uncertawAv ofc cwsviA 
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events, wherein the providence of God doth 
control the purposes of men oftentimes much 
more for their good, than if all things did 
answer fully their hearts' desire, but the 
censure of the world is ever directly against 
them both bitter and peremptory a ." 

The case of the present Impropriators differs 
somewhat from that of the first spoliators ; 
restitution, it may be said, is to be required 
of the nation, not of individuals ; yet no man is 
compelled to accept (luiii:^ sacred, by purchase, 
marriage, or inheritance ; and the holders arc 
not released, in the opinion of Sir Henry Spel- 
mon, from discharging to their abih'ty those 
duties of Service with which the lands were 
originally charged under a curse. 
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TO THE READER. 

(I LL the vesselB of the King's Louse are 
not gold, or silver, or for uses of honour ; 
some be common stuff, and for mean 
services, yet profitable. Of the first sort, I 
am sure this Tract ia not. Whether of the 
other or no, I leave that to thy judgment. 
To deal plainly, myself have no great opinion 
of it, as finding my oira imperfections, and 
writing it only upon a private occasion to a 
private friend, without curious observation of 
matter or method. But having also written 
a greater work, (much of the same argument,) 
and intending to publish, or suppress it, as I 
see cause ; I thought it not unfit (upon some 
encouragement) to send this forth (like a 
pinnace or post of advice) to make a discovery 
of the coast, before I adventure m-j greaMs*' 
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TO THE READER. 



ship. If I receive good advertisement, I shall 
grow the holder. Howsoever take this, I pray 
thee, as it is: and let my zeal to the cause, 
excuse me in meddling with matters beyond 
my strength. 

H. S. 
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OCCASION OF THIS TREATISE, 



Y good Uncle : The speeches that 
passed casually between us at our 
last parting, have run often since in 
my mind ; and so, perhaps, have they done in 
yours. You complained (as God would have 
it) that you were much crossed in the building 
you were in hand with, upon a piece of glebe 
of your Appropriate Parsonage at Congliam. 
I answered, that I thought God was not pleased 
with it, insomuch as it tended to tb*e defrauding 
of the Church, adding, (amongst some other 
words,) that I held it utterly unlawful to kec; 
Appropriate Parsonages from ftw CSaHidii, 




AN ACCOUNT 



WORTH OF THIS TREATISE, 



rigaja^lF any demand what success the labours 
5w?i of this worthy Knight found among 
H=^=!J the gentlemen of Norfolk, and other 
places, where he lived long in very great 
esteem, and publicly employed always by his 
Prince and Country in all the principal offices 
of dignity and credit, it is very observable t 
alledge some particular testimonies worthy to 
be recorded to posterity, and with all honour 
to their names, who were persuaded presently I 
upon the reading of this Treatise, to Te«Uyte«o&.\ 
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render back unto God what was due unto 
Him. 

And first, the worthy Knight practised 
according to his own rule r for having an 
Impropriation in his estate, viz. Middleton in 
Norfolk, he took a course to dispose of it for 
the augmentation of the Vicarage, and also 
some addition to Conghnm, a small Living near 
unto it : himself never put up any of the rent, 
but disposed of it by the assistance of a 
reverend Divine his neighbour, Mr. Thorow- 
good, to whom he gave power to augment the 
Vicar's portion, which hath been performed 
carefully ; and having a surplusage in his 
hands, he waits nn opportunity to purchase the 
Appropriation of Congham, to be added to the 
Minister there, where himself is Lord and 

Next, Sir Ralph Hare, Knight, his ancient 
and worthy friend in that country, upon reading 
of this book, offered to restore a good Parsonage, 
which only he had in. his estate, performing it 
presently, and procuring licence from the 
King; and also gave the perpetual Advowsnn 







WORTH OE THIS TREATISE. ' 

to St, John's College in Cambridge, that his 
heirs might not afterwards revoke his grant : 
wherein he was a treble benefactor to the 
Church : and the College hath deservedly 
honoured his memory with a monument of 
thankfulness in their library, and also wrote a 
respective letter of acknowledgment to this 
excellent Knight, to whom they knew some 
part of the thanks to be due, for his pious 
advice and direction. 

Sir Roger Townsend, a religious and very 
learned Knight, of great estate in that country, 
restored three Impropriations to the Church, 
besides many singular expressions of great 
respect to the Clergy, having had a great part 
of his education together with Sir John Spel- 
man, (a gentleman of incomparable worth,) 
eldest son to Sir Henry, and by his directions 
both attained great perfection and abilities. 

The like I have understood of others in that 
country, but cannot certainly relate their 
names, and all particulars at this present, that 
shire abounding with eminent gentlemen of 
singular deserts, piety, and AesKiYnv^,, Ve.&\&es, 



other ornaments, as Cambden observeth of 

In other parts divers have been moved 
with his reasons to make like restitution, 
whereof I will mention some : as Sir William 
Dodington, Knight, of Hampshire, a very 
religious gentleman, restored no less than six 
Impropriations out of his own estate, to the 
full value of six hundred pounds yearly and 

Richard Knightly of Northamptonshire, 
lately deceased, restored two Impropriations, 
Fansley and Preston, being a gentleman much 
addicted to works of piety, charity, and ad- 
vancement of learning, and shewing great 
respect to the Clergy. 

The Right Honourable Baptist Lord Ilicks, 
Viscount Cambden, besides many charitable 
works of great expense to Hospitals and 
Churches, as I find printed in a catalogue of 
them in the Survey of London, restored and 
purchased many Impropriations. 

1, He restored one in Pembrokeshire, which 
cost 4602. 









2. One in Northumberland, which coat 
760?. 

3. One in Durham, which cost 366Z. 

4. Another in Dorsetshire, which cost 
760*. 

He redeemed certain chantry lands, which 
cost 2 40 J. And gave pensions to two 
Ministers, which cost 802. Besides legacies to 
several Ministers. — The particulars more fully 
recited in the Survey, to -which I refer, p. 761. 

Mrs. Ellen Gulston, relict of Theodore 
Gulston, Dr. of Physic, a very learned man, 
being possessed of the Impropriate Parsonage 
of Bard well in Suffolk, did first procure from 
the King leave to annex the same to the Vicar- 
age, and to make it prescntative ; and having 
formerly the donation of the Vicarage, she gave 
them both thus annexed freely to St. John's 
College in Oxon., expressing many godly 
reasons in a pious letter of her grant, to advance 
the glory of God to her power, &t. Thus 
with devout prayers for a blessing from God 
upon those which should be chosen Rectors 
there, she commendcth the deeAs aw\ cotnn<sv 






ances of the Parsonages for ever to the 
College. 

The Right Honourable Lord Scudamore, 
Viscount Slego, hath, very piously restored 
much to some Vicarages in Herefordshire, 
whereof yet I cannot relate particulars fully. 

Divers Colleges in Oxon., having been 
anciently possessed of Impropriations, have of 
late years taken a course to reserve a good 
portion of their tithe-corn from their tenants, 
thereby to increase the Vicars' mainteuance : 
that the best learned Divines are willing to 
accept the Livings, and yet the College is not 
diminished in rents, but loscth only some part 
of their fine, when the tenants come to renew 
their leases. 

In particular, Christ-Churcli in Oxon. hath 
been very careful in this kind. Likewise 
New College, Magdalene College, and Queen's 
College, have done the like upon their Impro- 
priations, and some others have made aug- 
mentations also. 

Certain Bishops also have done the like ; as 
Dr. Morton, while he was Bishop of Lichfield, 









WORTH OF THIS TREATISE. H 

did abate a good part of his fine to increase the 
portion of the Minister in the Vicarage of 
Pitehley in Northamptonshire, belonging to 
his Bishopric, and ao did his successor, 
Dr. Wright, for the Vicarage of Toreester also 

he same shire : which was very piously 
done, considering what great lands and manors 

: taken away from tliat Bishopric among 

rs, and some Impropriations given in lieu 
of them. 

And while Sir Henry Spelman lived, there 
:ame some unto him almost every term at 
London to consult with him, how they might 
legally restore and dispose of their Impro- 
priations to the benefit of the Church : to 
whom he gave advice as he was best able, 
according to their particular 
quiries ; and there wanted not others, that 
thanked him for his book, promising that they 

■Id never purchase any such Appropriate 
Parsonages to augment their estates. 
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PREFACE. 



TO THE READER. 



EADER, this small Treatise was 
tliirty years since written and pub- 
lished by my father, now deceased ; 
his intent was to dissuade a profanation of 
Churches, and to persuade a. restitution of 
Tithes and Impropriations to the Church : 
wherein, although he was not bo happy as with 
St. Peter at once to convert thousands, yet 
was he not with him so unsuccessful, as to fiah 



all night and catch nothing : for some were 
persuaded with what is written, nor can I say 
that otherB believed not ; but rather think, 
that like the young man in the Gospel, they 
went heavy away, because they had too great 
possessions to restore. 

Mischiefs are with more ease ■pee'vesfce&.'Coffla 



cured, men sooner dissuaded from a reception, 
than persuaded to a restitution. While there- 
fore the great dissolution of Bishoprics and 
Deaneries is only threatened not acted, I have 
caused a reimpression of this tract, hoping that 
(as at first) it will find some believers, and 
the rather, because written long since by one, 
no Levite, himself and children as his ancestors 
mere laymen, not having nor hoping for any 
Ecclesiastical preferment; and therefore I am 
confident he took his motives solely from the 
dictates of religion and conscience, himself 
practising what he would persuade thee. I 
know thy argument for retaining Impropria- 
tions, Abbeys, fL-c. ia, the law hath made them 
lay-fees, thou didst legally buy them, and 
therefore mayest lawfully keep them. 

I confess our statutes of dissolution have 
changed the course of the fee, from a politic 
succession to a natural descent, and unhappily 
put a layman into the Priest's place. But tell 
me if any statute or human law doth, 
take away the dedication or 
of Abbeys, Monasteries, &c, discharge or annul 



the interest which God and His Church hath 
in them, and for which they were founded ; 
that hospitality, sick and feeble men may be 
maintained, alms given, and other charitable 
deeds be done, and prayers be there said, t 
declared in the statute 35 Edward I s ; or 
any statute divert, and dispense with the many 
and heavy curses of the Church, upon the 
violators of Church liberties, to which the whole 
Kingdom hath not only cried Amen, but by act 
of Parliament hath enjoined the Bishops to 
curse the violators ? If these be not removed, 
then remain they still dedicated, still conse- 
crated to God ; and then seek and satisfy thy- 
self, whether thou having the Appropriatior 
and Tidies, but as the Abbot had them, am 
receiving the profit as the Abbot did, art not ai 
the Abbot, tied in law and conscience, or oni 
of them to perform the duties; for that lie was 
appears by the opinion of all Judges, 18th 
Kliz.'' where it is said by the Judges, that 
none is capable of an Appropriation, (for si 
law calls them,) but only bodies politic, not 



natural ; and the reason is, because he that 
hath the Appropriation, is to be perpetual In- 
cumbent, which a natural body, that must die, 
could not be. And that body politic (to have 
the Rectory, the Glebe, and Tithes) must be 
spiritual, not lay. For in that he is made 
Parson, (saith the book,) he hath the cure of 
the souls of the parishioners, and therefore 
must be spiritual; for by the same reason that 
a patron cannot present a layman to his Church, 
by the same reason a layman cannot be an Ap- 
propriator : for they are both Parsons of the 
Church : the presented Parson for life, the Ap- 
propriate* for ever. And therefore Plowden 
saith, that the Appropriator, be he Abbot or 
Prior, &c. is as fully incunibent Parson, as if 
he had been presented, instituted, and inducted; 
and, as Parson, shall have his actions ; and that 
he that is duly made Parson , is thereby made 
possessor of the Parsonage, for the spiritual 
office attracts the possessions of the things 
belonging to the office ; and in that he is Parson, 
i the tithes not as granted to him. 
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things annexed to the office of a Parson. 
And Tithes are frequently in our common law 
termed spiritual things, because annexed to the 
spiritual office. By these books and resolutions 
of the Judges it is clear, that the Appropriator 
"was the Incumbent Parson, and had the cure of 
the souls of file parishioners; and that upon the 
presentation of the Appropriator d , or upon the 
dissolution of the Abbey, the Church became 
void and prescntative, iis other Churches upon 
resignation or death of the Incumbent. 

For Appropriations (as thou now seest) ■ 
but Parsonages with cures of souls annexed 
and appropriated to a. particular Abbey, 
religious house, For when their fraternities 
became numerous, and their annual charge 
greater than their yearly revenue, providt 
to provide for their family, made them think 
how to increase their income : and themselves 
being patrons of many rich Parsonages, ob- 
tained severally (as occasion served) license 
from the King and. consent from the Ordinary, 
appropriate that Paiaovia^e, 




their Abbot, and 1 
whereby they became perpetual Incumbent 
Parsons, and anciently did duly officiate thi 
cure by one of their fraternity, until the statute 
of Rich. II. ' prohibited the appropriating any 
Church, unless a Vicar be convL'iiieiuly 
do wed by the discretion of the Ordinary to do 
Divine Service, and keep hospitality: and the 
statute of 4 Hen. IV. f ordained, that 
gious (as Monks and Friars were) should be 
made Vicars to any Church appropriated, but 
Seculars, (as our Ministers now be,) canonlcally 
instituted, and inducted. Upon these statutes 
it will concern the owners of Churches appro- 
priated since 15 Rich. II. to see, tiat out of 
the profits of the Church a convenient sum of 
money be yearly paid to the poor parishioners, 
and a Vicar endowed, as the statute of the 
15th of Rich. II. 8 appoints, or else the statute 
4 Henry IV. h avoids the Appropriation, and 
then the Church becomes again presentative. 
it some will object, that Impropriate 
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TO THE READER. 19 

Churches with their Oblations and Tithes, (the 
fat of Impropriations,) fire made lay and tem- 
poral, and, as lay and temporal tilings, dispos- 
able at the will of the owner ; a doctrine which 
so nearly concerns the estates and livelihood of 
so many men in this kingdom, as I shall not 
aver the contrary, lest some Demetrius with 
his fellows tumult about it ; yet give me leave 
to offer thee some opposite considerations, hut 
leave them, and their result to thy judgment 

Consider first, that while God saith, that 
" ye have robbed Me of My Tithes and Offer- 
ings," God claims the title and interest of them 
to be in Him, not in the Priest nor in the 
Levite, they being but the u&tt fructuarii, God 
the owner. 

Remember too, that our statutes' have de- 
clared Tithes to be due to God and holy Church, 
and thy withdrawing thy Tithes a neglecting 
thy duty to Almighty God : and then consider, 
that if the Tithes he God's, it matters not 
whether His title be by divine right, (as our 

' S7Hen.Vlll. c»p. 20; 31 Hon. VIU. <lss . T . ^ 
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Law k and Lawyers, not to press that with the 
resolutions of Councils and opinions of Canon- 
ists, Fathers, and Divines, quoted by the author, 
have taken them to be,) or by human constitu- 
tion; for what statute, what law, can conclude 
God, or hind His right? Then weigh how 
King (from whom thou cl.iimest) had the Tithes 
thou hast, and to what intent he had them. 

The statute of 27 Hen. VIII. gives the King 
the smaller Abbeys and houses of religion with 
their Appropriations and Tithes. To the greater 
Henry the Eighth in akes his title by grant and 
surrender of the Abbots, Priors : which, between 
the 27thand31st Hen. VIII. had been labour 
by Cromwell ; with some he prevailed by e 
treaty and good annuities, with others by the 
King's power and sword : for the Abbots of 
Glassenbury 1 , Heading™, and Colchester", 
whose innocency had made them regardless oi 
threats, and their pie ty abhor rewards to betray 




their Churches, were therefore (saitli Godwin) 
tendered the Oath of Supremacy , which they 
refusing, are, as enemies, of the slate, condemned 
and hanged ; others lemiied by their examples, 
leave all to the dispose of the King, who not 
rusting on that title, procures the statute of 
31 Hen. VIIL c. 13. which, reciting (how 
truly do thou judge) the "grants, surrenders, " 
&c. " to have been freely, voluntarily, and 
without compulsion," gives all the religious 
houses, with their appurtenances and tithes, to 
the King, his heirs, and successors, (as the 
statute 27 of Hen. VIIL did,) "in aa large 
the Abbot had the same, to dis- 







I 






o- 



-O 



pose thereof at his will and pleasure, (bat) to 
the honour and pleasure of Almighty God:" 
nor is there any one word either in this statute 
of the 31st or that of 27th Hen. VIII. to alter 
or change the primitive nature and use of Tithes. 
And therefore the statute of the 32 Hen. VIII. 
calls the withdrawing of thy Tithes whether 
Propriate or Impropriate, a neglecting of thy 
duty to Almighty God, thereby inferring, that 
the Tithes are Btill due to God. 

Consider, that thy Impropriate Tithes are yet 
even in Law called Ecclesiastic, and solely re- 
coverable in the Ecclesiastical Courts ; and that 
the statute of 2 Edward VI. gives one and the 
same remedy both for the Presentative, and 
Impropriate Tithe, and therefore must make 
both, or neither, lay and temporal. 

Enquire too, whether the Impropriator hath 
the cure of souls the Abbot had, (especially 
where no Vicar is endowed :) if thou dost find 
he hath not, know who hath ; for the sheep 
must not be without a shepherd, nor he without 
the milk of the flock. 

Learn by what statute, what law, the Im- 



proprktor, if freed of the cure, is yet tied to 
repair the Chancel, as the Abbot did, and as 
the Abbot, (where no Vicar is endowed,) tied 
to provide one to officiate Divine Service and 
Sacraments. If Impropriate Tithes he temporal 
things, why doth the Impropriator in all courts 
make his title in the Church's right ? if lay 
and temporal, why wear they theae Ecclesias- 
tical badges ? 

I cannot for my part think, that statute 
which declares Tithes to be "due to God and 
holy Church;" which directs (among other 
things, even Impropriate Tithes) to be disposed 
to" the pleasure and honour of Almighty God;" 
which calls the withdrawing thy Impropriate 
Tithes "a neglecting of thy duty to Almighty 
God : " I cannot think, that these statutes did 
either alter, or intended to alter the Ecclesiastic 
primitive nature and use of Tithes, and the 
rather, because I find that the Lawyers, who 
likely had the penning of them, did hold 
Tithes due by divine right, and annexed to the 
spiritual office of the Parson, and consequently 
not alterable. And then thou that yistVj «*»*■ 
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demnest this Parson, or that Vicar, for some- 
times neglecting his duty, think with thyself 
what account will be exacted of thee, that 
receivest the same salary and wages with the 

an and Vicar; yet dost totally neglect the 
duty, and misspendest all the Church revenue 

i thy own private occasions, while the 
Canon? of the Apostles would not permit the 
Bishop to challenge ought to himself, or to 
"dispose among his kindred or friends," hut 
"to administer them," tanquam Deo intuente, 
"to the poor and fatherless." And consonant to 
that is that in Caudry's 1 " casein the 3th Report, 
where the Ahbot might not "dispend the free 

r of the Ahhey" (much less thou Tithes) 

nones SS. Apostoloram Cnnon 39. [BiYeregii. irdWiuviw 

iiToi owi it toD emu tfyopairros p&i t^flvtu Si 
aoT$ apfTfplfraeat ti it niiT&r, J| uuy-ftvcirir Shut 
u BtoZ xapfffoPn., <i 8i rimnt thv htX&Vr&* 

ei[13]£d. I. [stub J.] «]>. S4; U Ed. III. cup. 17. 



25 
nliifi secular friend, hut in hospitality upon 
the poor, the fatherless, the stranger," ftc. ; and 
i, then the Abbots were but God's trustees, 
as His almoners dispensed them to God's 
pensioners, the poor, the fatherless, and widow. 
And do thou enquire how thou hast them and 
onghtest to dispose them 1 ? For I fear that at 
the last and general Audit, thou wilt find them 
great clogs to thy uceompt, and, in the interim, 
o thy family ; yet I tlouht not, hut thou 
wilt find probable reasons as well as law for 
retaining of Impropriations and Abheys, which 
r thy friends left thee : yet 
read this ensuing Treatise, the reasons may 
persuade thee, if not, with me view the in- 
uccess of sacrilegious persons, 
But before thou canst judge of sacrilegious 

• Sit Edward Coke, In hll Magna Cha.ta, [Iiijtitules, part i.] 
hele Jt in Deal. iiv.— And (he Levi K shallcome, and the stranger, 
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persons, thou must know, what is sacrilege, 
for such there is, else the Apostle erred, who, 
whilst thou sayest, " that thou shalt not commit 
idolatry," upbraids thee with, 'and committest 
thou sacrilege?' 

Sacrilege is the diversion of holy and Eccle- 
siastic things to profane and secular use, as 
Simeon and Levi, theft and sacrilege, be evil 
brethren : theft robs thy neighbour, sacrilege 
thy God. Tithes are so undoubtedly God's 
inheritance, as, though some have curiously 
disputed His title to them, as how due ; yet 
none but the Impropriator denies His right to 
them, as not due : but Tithes and Impropria- 
tions are the subject of the ensuing Discourse, 
therefore I will offer thee my conceit, how 
Abbeys and Monasteries are consecrated to 
God, and ought not to be profaned by secular 

It is noted that in all ages, in all religions, 
the temples of their gods were accounted holy, 
and not to be profaned by secular service; and 
this being so universally observed in several 
ages, in differing Empires, contrary religions, 







it must needs be by the command of the 1 
versal Monarch, God. 

Reason taught a heathen to conclude, Quod 
ab omnibus Gentibus obserratwn est, id non 
nisi a Deo sancitum est: did God by the 
taw of natinna teach heathens to keep the 
temples of their false gods as sacred; and doth 
He not by the same law command thee, a 
Christian, to preserve His own holy and un- 
violated? 

The devil, that (to Ids greater condemnation) 
best knows God, and is therefore His best 
counterfeit, gets himself among the heathen 
Temples, Priests, Oblations, and to these the 
attributes of holy and sacred : he knew them 
to belong to God and His Church, and there- 
to be like the Most High, usurps them to 
him and his. 

The devil knew that tlie " Temple of God" 

which sanctifies the gold that is upon it, must 

needs bo "holy" its ill'. :mil ".suietify the ground" 

which it stands, and therefore the devil 

taught his disciples that doctrine, Licet tvdes 

t Clavdii C&saris cottupsa sit, Te\\g\» 
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tamea occupat solum*. Profit could not tempt 
Trajan to permit public baths to be made 
where once Ctesar'a temple stood, the holy 
ground must not be profaned by secular em- 
ployment. Yet thou a Christian dost not spare 
the very "Temple of God Himself." Shall 
it not (in this point) be easier at the last day 
for Trajan, than for thee ? for if he, a heathen, 
thus Mteemed a fuise god, that must come to 
be judged, how would he have reverenced the 
"true and ever-Iking God," had he (as thou) 
known Him? But this only argues, and doth 
not prove a sanctity in Temples. 

But God' Himself hath told us in Leviticus, 
that "lands and houses maybe sanctified to the 
Lord"," but they are redeemable at the value 
estimated by the Priest, and a fifth part more. 
But God there tells us that things "devoted 
are most holy to the Lord 1 ," and not redeem- 
able; the reason given by Divines is, Because 
it was given with a curse : and if that be the 
reason, do thou then peruse the Charters of 




foundations of Monasteries and Abbeys, and 
tell me if they be not "devoted and most 
holy to the Lord." And then, if not redeem- 
able, much less I think to be taken from the 
Church, without any satisfaction, or consent 
of the Priests. 

The Charters were usually in these words, 
Coneessi Deo et Ecclesits, §c, offero Deo el 
cojifirmari Deo et Ecclesi-ce; and these grants 
have in our common law been adjudged good 
and valid; our much reverenced Magna 
Charta, so oft confirmed l>y Parliament, begin- 
neth with, Concesstmus Deo quod Ecclesia 
Aitglicana libera sit ?, $c. Sir Edward Coke, in 
his comment upon it, saitb, "What is granted 
for God, is in law deemed to be granted to 
God; what is granted for His honour, what for 
maintenance of His service of His religion, is 
granted to and for God, and that anciently 
these grants were good in law," 

The Capitular of Charles the Great, saith 1 , 

I Coke, [Imtltutn, part It] Magna Charta, fa], 2. gaod datum 
• [Capiiulare anni Slil. llnlui. CapituI, torn. i. p. 403. Bouquet, 



that the dedications were on this sort, the 
founder mentioning in a writing all he intended 
to give, and holding it over the Altar, spake 

s to the Priest: " I here give unto God all 
tilings contained in this writing, for tile re) 
sion of my sins, &c. and for them, for whose 
good God will accept them, and by these to 
promote God's service in sacrifice, in lights, i 
sustentation of the Clergy, the poor, and in a 
things honourable to God, and profitable to H 
Church; and if any man shall take these away 
(which God forbid) let him for his sacrilege 

! a most strict account to God, to Whom 
they are now dedicated, now devoted"." 




The founders of rt'ligious houses, in the co: 
elusion of their deed, following the example 
Darius 1 ', imprecate a most heavy curse on thein 
that violate or withdraw their gifts, Venientibus 
contra lure cl tlestruvtilibtts cm oceurrat Deus in 
gladio irce, etfiiroris, et eindictte, et maledic- 
tions taterJMB*. 

And here is to he remembered, that Abbeys 
and Monasteries had in them Churches and 
Chapels which had from the Bishops : 
Clergy a more particular dedication and cor 
cration, than from their founders; the Bishop 
using therein much Alms, many Prayers, and 
some decent Ceremonies : and after, even to 
dissolution, the Sacraments were there i 
stantly administered, and our ancestors had so 
reverent an esteem of Churches, iis In I 1m win;. 1 
the example of Christ, would not permit buying 
and selling in the Churchyard, but by Parlia- 
ment prohibited it d . 




32 to THE READER. 

Now consider, that if under the Levitical 
Law, which in this was moral and not taken 
away, the single act of "devoting thy house to 
the Lord," conferred such a sanctity, such a 
holiness upon it, that it could never he re- 
deemed, but at a fifth part more than the 
worth, and that valued hy the Priest : shall 
[he founder's fiifr, (which \v;is tlu' dedication in 
the Levitical Law,) the fervent prayers iind 
intercessions of the Clergy and Church, the 
long and frequent administration of Service 
and Sacraments under the Gospel ; shall these 
add nothing of sanctity, nothing of reverence to 
it ? But even where thy fathers and grand- 
fathers for many hundreds of years reverently 
on their knees received, mystically the Body 
and Blood of Christ, there thou (to avoid su- 
perstition) dost sacrilegiously Teed thy ox and 
thy ass, and not permitting Christ, as nt first, 
to lie between them, but more uncivil than the 
Jewish host, tumest Him out to make room 
for them. 

But thou wilt say, these AbbeyB, these 
Monasteries, were founded and dedicated by 
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idolatrous persons, consecrated by Popish 
shops, and for superstitious uses, and there- 
re not sacred, nor acceptable to Ood. 
For the unworthiness of their persons, and 
sir act, consider Korah and his company, 
who, as God Himself saith, were sinners against 
their own souls ; nor canst thou think the sin 
smali, where thou findest their punishment 
great ; for God smites them not as Uzziah 
th leprosy, nor with withered hands as Jero- 
13m, nor with death like Uzza, but to make 
their punishment answerable with their offence, 
God doth a new thing in Israel, fire from above 
consumes these, and the earth from beneath 
swallows up those men ; and although Moses 
be commanded to scatter the fire, (for civil 
Magistrates may quench the fire of rebellion,) 
yet Aaron the Ecclesiastic hand must first 
gather up the censers, for they were holy, and 
God gives there the reason why holy, for, saith 
He, "they offered them to the Lord." And 
if so bad men, by a single and so bad an act, 
did consecrate their censers " to the Lord," needs 
must the pious gift and charity ot \?naS£«»!i&et , a,'"-- 
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with the often Prayers and Sacraments of llie 
Church daily used for many years, needs 
must they sanctify the Church or Chapel where 
used. 

While. God spake once from the hush I 
Moses*, He commands him "not to draw nigh, 
and yet at that distance hids him "put off 
his slioes, for the ground was holy." And 
" Joshua must be barefoot while he spake with. 
the captain of the Lord's host, because the 
ground was holy f ." 

Consider then, that if the places be holy, 
where God spake once to Moses, once to I 
captain of the Lord's host; needs must 1 
Church or Chapel be holy, where God hath 
often spoken to thy fathers in Sacraments and 
SermonB, and where they to Him so often in 
pray it rind thanksgiving. 

If public holy actions do not sanctify the 
place where acted, David (though he would 
not offer to God that which cost him nought) 
needed not to buy that which he did not offer; 
the threshing-floor of Araugna: it had been 



sufficient for David to pay for the oxen and 
threshing instruments, that must be burnt, not 
restored. The floor remained, hut not for 
Araugna's use, (saith a learned Divine,) for by 
David's sacrifice, the floor was "devoted and 
sanctified to the Lord," and might not return 
to worldly employment, which David knew, 
and therefore bought St. 

But tliou wilt say, these are dedications and 
sanctions under the Law, not under the Gospel. 
It is true these were sanctions under the Law, 
and were moral, not ceremonial, and therefore 
remain under the Gospel. Christ that sends 
thee from the Altar, to he reconciled to thy 
brother, commands thee to leave thy gift behind 
thee at the Altar, and the reason given by 
Divines is, Because thou hast devoted it to 
the Lord ; the gift remains holy, and might not 
return to the world : for though thy person be 
not accepted, yet thy gift hy thy "devoting" 
is "holy to the Lord," as were the censers in 
the day of Korah. 

Thou secst that Christ, who would not Pete I 
should strike to rescue HVm, ni» "NVaste* to<a\ 



violence, yet He Himself strikes to free the 
Temple from sacrilege ; and thou canst not 
think that Christ stroke this day to preserve, 
what he would abolish the next day, the sanc- 
tion of the Temple. 

Do but consider that of Ananias and Sap- 
phirab, and thou wilt conclude, that the da-l 
voting any tiling to God, is under the Gospel 
"a sanctifying it to the Lord ;" and the with- 
drawing it, must then he sacrilege ; which was 
Ananias's sin, agreed by all Divines; and 
Junius in his notes upon it saith, preed\ 
cotisecraiseiit Ecclesice, they had consecrated it 
to the Lord. To conclude, thou canst not vio- 
late or irreverently use a Church or Temple, 
but thou must disrationate St. Paul's argu- 
ment, who dissuades the pollution of thy 
body, because it is the "Temple of the Holy 
Ghost." 

Thou mayest observe our law-books to have 
held Tithes due by divine right ; our Parlia- 
ments in their statutes too, have acknowledged 
Tithes due to God and holy Church, and this 
both before, and after the statutes of dissolu- 
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tions ; and that at this day the law reckor 
Tithes of Impropriate, as wall of Presentative 
Churches, to In* EiTli'siy.-l ic tilings ; and if this 
will not persuade a restitution of such as thou 
hast, yet let it dissuade v. reception of mi 
for I know thou wouldst not buy a title 
litigious between thee and thy neighbour ; 
wilt thou that, which (at best; is qu''-*i:onable 
between thee and thy God, rli.it most judge 
the title, and in a Court where thou canst have 
no advocate but His Son, "Whom thou wouldst 
disinherit. 

But the destruction of Korah persuades 
more with the Israelites, than the soft voice o) 
Moses ; and such oratory may take thee— hell 
hath frighted some to Heaven ; view then the 
insuceess of sacrilegious persons in all ages, 
that will prevail with thee; for had Korah and 
his complices been visited after the visitation 
of other men, thou and I, nay, perhaps the 
whole congregation of Israel, would have be- 
lieved what they said is truth, it sounded 
so like reason ; and approved what they did 
as pious, it looked so like TeW-gi-av-.-, \-«fc -SmsoN^ 




end otherwise informed them, and better i 
structed us; I will not trouble thee with pre- 
cedents of foreign nations, as Bohemia, the 
Palatinate, and Germany, where, under colour 
of reformation, the ruin of Monasteries 
Religious Houses, mightily enriched for the 
present both public and private coffers, and 
now the ravenous war hath both exhausted 
the wealth, and almost unpeopled the country; 
hoc omen Dens avertat, I will therefore tie 
myself to our own country, and story, un- 
happily plentiful in miserable examples. 

I will begin with William the Conqueror. 
In the first year of his reign, he fires by his 
Normans St. Peters* Church, in York. In the 
fourth, he rifles the Monasteries' 1 , and about 
the eighteenth year' of his reign, destroyed 
thirty-six mother Churches in Hampshire 
make his New Forest ; takes all their plate, 
all their treasure, even the chalices. In 
thirteenth ycar k of his reign, the son of bis 

oil. [III.] f. 7. k Holl. [HI] r. ( 
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own loins (Robert of Normandy) rebels against 
hiin, and in battle beats his father from his 
horse, wounds his person, and (which is worse) 
bis honour. About tl ie nineteenth year, 
Richard his second (but first beloved) son, 
sporting in his father's New Forest, is there 
strangely killed by the goring of a stag, saith 
Speed 1 , Cambden™ by a pestilent air. In 
the twentieth of his reign , he burnt the city of 
Maunta", and Church of St. Mary's, with two 
Anchorites ; and coming too nigh the flame, 
the heat of the fire and his arms attract a 
disease ; and his horse leaping with him, 
breaks his rider's belly, whereof he dies; and 
his body (forsaken of his nobles and servants) 
lies three days neglected; after by the courtesy 
of a country gentleman, his corpse is brought 
to St. Stephens" Church in Caen in Normandy, 
but in the passage the town fires, arid his 
bearers leave him, and run to quench that; so 
that dead, he goes not quietly to his grave : 

i Speed, 0*. S. (. «.] ■ Camta. Brit [i. 131.] 

■ Hull. 14. Speed, 0b, !. S2.J M«K. Par. f. 18. [od. 1540.] 

■ B P «a.[i]<.t.sM 
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whither brought at hist, is there denied burial, 
by one who claimed the ground as his inheril 
ance, forced from him by the Duke. All cere 
monies stay until a composition was made, 
and an annual rent (saith DaniellP) paid for 
his grave, in which before he could be laid, 
his body swelling, burst to the great annoyance 
of the company, he is offensive dead and 
living : afterwards the town being taken by 
enemy, his bones, as unworthy to be en- 
shrined in a Church, are digged up, and 
scattered like "chaff before the wind;" death 

nies him rest. 

His grand-child Henry 1 the son of Robert, 
hunting in the New Forest, is struck through 
jaws with a bough of a tree, and like 
Absalom, found hanging in the thicket of an 
oak. His grandchild "William (second son to 
Robert Duke of Normandy) was made Earl 
of Flanders, and in a war against bis uncle 
Henry the First, received a small wound' 

D.inyi-1, [first port of History or England, book !L p. 144.) 
>«d, [in. 1. «.] 
.rad, [ii. l.SS.] MitLPar.f. 71. [00.5.] Mflle'i dialogue 
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in his hand, and thereof died the last of 
the Conqueror's grandchildren by his eldest 

Robert of Normandy, the Conqueror's eldest 
son, disinherited by his father, is taken prisoner 8 
by his brother Henry the First, who puts out 
both his eyes, aud after twenty-six years im- 
prisonment, Robert dies starved in the gaol at 
Cardiff'. 

William Rufus succeeded Ins father in his 
crown and curse ; in his first year his Nobles 
rebel", in his sixth a great famine rageth, and 
such a mortality, as the quick can scarce bury 
the dead. About the tenth year 1 of his reign, 
his treasury is stored by sale of chalices and 
Church- jewels. In his tLirteenth year, while 
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Sir Walter Tyrrell shoots at a deer in the New 
Forest, he kills the King, (in the same place 
where a Church stood,) who dies (beast like) 
not speaking a word. 

Mills saith, the arrow glanced from the deer; 
Speed, and Matthew Paris, from a tree, and 
killed the King ; but hoth agree his death to 
be (as his father's) by accident. He dead, his 
followers (as did his father's) leave his body 
and fled : his funerals are as his father's inter- 
rupted ; for his corpse 1 was laid in a collier's 
cart drawn by one " silly lean beast," (saith the 
book ;) in his passage the cart brake in foul and 
filthy wayB, leaving his body 3 miserable 
spectacle, pitifully gored, and filthily bemired ; 
so, as his father, he passeth not quietly to his 
grave ; yet at last he is brought bleeding to 
Winchester, and tliere buried uulamentcd. 



I Siu-e.1, [■ 



f. [«. 1 



Speed siiitli*, his bones were after taken up, 
and laid in a coffer with Cannte his hones ; 
but there they rest not; for in December 1042, 
Winchester being entered by the Parliament 
forces, the organs, windows, and chests, wherein 
the hones of many our ancient Kings were pre- 
served, were by the fury of the soldiers broken, 
and among others, his, and as his father's 
scattered upon the face of the earth, as not 
worthy burial. And tbis was the third of the 
Conqueror's issue that was murdered in the 
New Forest ; where the dogs licked the blood 
of Naboth, there they must lick the blood of 
Aliab ; where the sacrilege was committed, 
must be the place of the punishment. 

Hugh, Earl of Shrewsbury, (11th William 
Rufus,) commanding rif^iii nst (be Welshmen in 
Anglesey, kennelled his dogs in the Church of 
St. Frydance, where in the morning they were 
found mad : the Earl shortly after fighting 
with the enemy, was with an arrow shot dead b 
in the eye, the rest of his body being strangely 
armed. 



** TO THE READER. 

Henry the First, the Conqueror's fourth 
son, is his brother's successor : he had several 
children, whereof his eldest, William, with his 
brother Richard, and sister Mary, in a calm 
day are drowned* 1 by the English shore ; him- 
self eating lampreys dies on a surfeit, and 
being opened, the stink of his body and brains 
poisons his physicians 6 ; one other of his 
daughters mourns her virginity in a Nunnery, 
and dies childless, and in the next generation 
is his name forgot : Plantagenet takes the 

It is observable, that the Conqueror, all his 
sons, and all their sons, died untimely deaths, 
(unless thou reckoncst the lamprey surfeit of 
Henry the First to be natural,) and what 
the author notes of Nebuchadnezzar and 
Henry the Eighth, is also true of William the 
Conqueror; for in the sixty-eighth, after his 
destroying St. Peter's Church at York, which 
was in his second year, his name is extinct, 



and his kingdom is devolved to another nation, 
P Ian t age net f takes his Crown: and upon search 
(I fear) thou shalt find very few families 
(among the many thousands) in England, who 
enjoy their sacrilegious possessions of Abbeys 
and Impropriations beyond the sixty-eighth 
year, and very many that hold them not half 
the time, and none almost but with some 
notable misfortune. 

I cannot omit the sacrilege and punishment 
of King John, who in the seventeenth year of 
his reign, among other Churches, rifled the 
Abbeys of Peterborough ■ and Croyland, and 
after attempts to carry his sacrilegious wealth 
from Lynn to Lincoln; but passing the Washes, 
the earth in the midst of the waters opens her 
mouth, (as for KoTah and his company,) and at 
once swallowsup both carts, carriage, and horses, 
all his treasure, all his regalities, all his Church 
spoil, and all the Church spoilers, not one h 




escapes to bring the King word; the King 
himself passes the Wash at another placi 
lodges that night in Swinstead Abbey, where 
the news and sickness (whereof he died) 
gether met him ; some say he was poisoned by 
a Monk of Swinstcad. 

William Marshall, Earl of Pembroke, the 
great Protector both of King and Kingdom, 
having ii» the Irish war forcibly taken from the 
Bishop of Femes two Manors belonging to his 
Church, was by him much solicited to restore 
them; but the Earl refusing, was by the Bishop 
excommunicated, and so dying, was buried in 
the Temple Church at London. The Bishop 
sues to the King to return the lands, the King 
requires the Bishop to absolve the Earl, and 
both King and Bishop go to the Earl's grave ; 
where the Bishop in the King's presence used 
these words: "Oh William, which liest here 
snared in the bonds of Excommunication, if 
what thou hast injuriously taken from my 
Church be with competent satisfaction restored, 
either by the King, thy heirs, or friend, I then 
absolve thee ; otherwise I ratify my 
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Ut tuis semper peccalis involulus in inferno 
maneax candemnatus." 

The King blames the Bishop's rigour, and 
persuades the sons to a restitution : hut the 
eldest William answered, " He did not believe 
his lather to have got them unjustly, because 
possessions got in war, become a lawful inhe- 
ritance : and therefore if the doting old Bishop 
hath judged falsely, upon his own head be the 
curse; my father died, sciiiixl of them, and I law- 
fully inherit them, nor will I lessen my estate." 

Which the Bishop hearing, was more grieved 
at the son's contumacy, than the father's injury, 
and going to the King, told him, "Sir, what I 
have said, stands immutable ; the punishment 
of malefactors is from the Lord : and the curse 
written in the Psalms will fall heavy upon 
Karl William, in the next generation shall his 
name be forgot, and his sons shall not share the 
blessing of 'increase and multiply,' and some 
of them shall die miserable deaths, and the in- 
heritance of all be dispersed and scattered, and 
all this my Lord, O King-, you shall see even 
in your days," 



"With what spirit the Jiishop spake it, do 
thou judge ; for in the apace of twenty-five 
years, all the five sons of the Earl successively, 
according to their birth, inherit his Earldom, 
and lands, and all die childless, the name 
and family ia extinct, and the lands scattered 
and dispersed : and that nothing might fail of 
what the Bishop foretold, Richard' his second 
son is sore wounded, and taken prisoner in 
Ireland, and there dies of his hurts. 

Gilbert* the third son justing at Hertford 
breaks the reins of his bridle, and falling from 
his horse, one foot hangs in the stirrup, and 
he thereby dragged about the field, till rent 
and torn, and so by a miserable death satisfied 
the curse 1. 



But these examples are at too great a (Us- 
ance, and not to be discerned, hut through the 
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perspective of Ancient History, I will therefore 
come nigher and view Cardinal Wolsey, who 
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from a mean and obscure root grew to over- 
shadow all the subjects of England, eminent 
for wit as learning, great in the esteem and 
favour of his Prince, laden with home and 
foreign dignities, full of wealth as years : i 
brief, he was, while free from sacrilege, the great 
and successful counsellor of his Prince, j 
indeed the catalogue of human blessings: but 
about the seventeenth yenr of Henry the Eighth, 



Injuria primiliva. 


Bt BcBiK ndicna pne 


dlii, diiS; etquod 




lenila. Am it la a 


a Dmniny pu'lifl 


in Psalm o .cilbltu 


malcdictio, Comili 


queror, imponitnr 


neroBa: la geiuratU 


«^: alfilii ejuse 












dorninc nil Rex, i 




vidobitis. £t cum 


lircc in cord.il am 


eplrilu Pnrhelfco. 


pcronnet Poutifw, 




Wolsey by consent and licence of the King 
and Pope Clement the Seventh", dissolves forty 
small Monasteries in England, to erect two 
Colleges, the one in Oxford, the other in Ips- 
wich : thou and I may think this a work of 
piety, to destroy tin- poor idolatrous colls of 
lazy and ignorant Monks, to erect stately 
colleges for learned and industrious Divines ; 
this God must accept, and prosper both the 
act and the actor. No, thou art deceived; He 
that would not that thou shouldest do evil 
that good may come thereof, will not accept an 
offering commenced by sacrilege, in the ruin 
of forty Religious Houses : Wolsey lays the 
foundation of his Colleges, hut never sets up 
their gates. 

About three years after, the King possesseth 
his Palace at Westminster", [Whitehall,] the 
Great Seal is taken from him, his great wealth 
seized, and himself confined to a poor bouse at 
Assure, where he remained a time (saith Good- 



win") without necessaries, driven to borrow 
furniture for his house, money for his expences ; 
is in hie speech to the Judges lie complained, 
t he was driven as it were to beg bis bread 
from door to door: 21 Hen. VIII. he is i 
victed in a Premimiro, all his lands and estate 
seized by the King? ; his College at Ipswich 
destroyed before built, that at Oxford receives 
e endowment, and a new name from the 
5, but is never to be finished. In the 
22 Hen. VIII. at his castle at Caywood, he is 
by the Earl of Northumberland i arrested of 
high treason, and sent towards London; at 
Leicester the Lieutenant of the Tower met him, 
at whose sight he was much affrighted, and to 
prevent a public and ignominious death which 
ho feared, he gave himself (aaith Martin') a 
purge", venenum rccepisse, (say they that write 



I 



i, [Claconii, anno Isla. 



the lives of the Popes ant! Cardinals,) whereof 
he died, and was obscurely buried in Leicester 
Abbey, without other memory than his 
sacrilege. 

The Cardinal in dissolving his forty Monas- 
teries had used the help of five men, (besides 
Cromwell,) whereof two afterwards fougl 
duel 1 , in which one is slain, and the survivor 
hanged for the murder, so each died guilty of 
his own and the other's blood ; a third becomes 
Judas like his own executioner; for throwing 
himself into a well he is there drowned : t 
fourth, a great rich man (to whom nothing 
so terrible as poverty) lives, to beg his bread 
from door to door : the fifth a Bishop cruelly 
murdered in Ireland, by Thomas Fitz-Garret, 
son to the Earl of Kildare u . 

I might here remember how Pope Clement 1 
the Seventh, after his voluntary consent 1 
destroy poor Religious Houses, is himself 
forced out of his stately palace at Rome, and 
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being besieged at bis castle of St. Angelo, is 
there constrained to cat asses' flesh ; and taking 
such conditions as a victorious enemy would 
give, is driven to plunder his own Church to 
pay his enemy's army, and at last dies 
wretchedly of a miserable disease : but this is 
foreign, and I tied to home examples. 

Thomas Lord Audley, received the first fruits 
of Henry the Eighth his sacrilege, for in the 
twenty -fourth year of his reign, the King dis- 
solved (by what means I find not) the Priory 
of Christ- Church in London, and gave, saith 
Stow'', the Church plate and lands to Sir 
Thomas Audley, who, upon the dissolution of 
Monasteries, got that of St. James, in Little 
Walden in Essex, and made it both his seat, 
and place of his Barony ; and after, loft it to 
Margaret his daughter and heir, first married to 
Henry Dudley, son to the Duke of Northum- 
berland, slain at St. Quint ynes, and died with- 
out issue ; and after, she was second wife to 
Thomas Duke of Norfolk, who had issue, 
Thomas Howard, created Lord Walden, being 



his grandfather's title, and to credit his mother's 
inheritance upon the site of the Monastery lie 
hegan a goodly structure", (but attended with 
(he fate of sacrilegious foundations,) for that 
much impairs him, and he never perfects that : 
he met also with other misfortunes, which 
betiding so noble a family, and yet not 
published to the world, are fitter for thy 
enquiry than my pen. 

Cardinal Wolsey being dead, his servant 
Cromwell succeedshirainhis Court, favour, and 
fate : as their hirths were alike obscure, their 
rise alike eminent, so alike miserable were their 
downfall : wonder not at the first part of their 
fortune, but contemplate the latter. Policy in 
Kings prefers able men to high places and 
honour; for authority, power, and esteem of 
the persons, advantages llieir actions, of which 
wise Princes reap the harvest, the actors get 
but gleanings : while! the King makes Cromwell 
a Baron, his Secretary, Lord Privy Seal, his 
Vicegerent in Ecclesiastic is, he doth but 
facilitate his own great work of dissolving 



Monasteries*, a business wherein Cromwell 
was too much versed, and unhappily too 
successful. Report spake him a great stickler 
for the Protestant religion, and. that although 
the Gospel had lost a pillar in Queen Ann 
Boleyn, yet was another raised in Cromwell 11 , 
for he had caused the ISible to be read, the 
Creed, Paternoster, and Ten Commandments, 
to be learned in English, and expounded in 
every Church": some thought that Cromwell 
hoped to bury Popery in the ruins of the 
Abbeys, and thereby give the better growth to 
the more pure Protestant religion : how pious 
soever his intents were in reforming religion, 
yet was not the manner of effecting them (it 
seems) acceptable to Heaven; for hy Parlia- 
ment in the 31st of Hen. VIII. he perfected his 
dissolutions, and in April, in the 32d Hen, 
VIII. he is made Larl of Essex d , and Lord 
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Great Chamberlain of England, high in the 
King's favour and esteem, yet instantly, while 
sitting at the Council Table, he is suddenly 
apprehended and sent to the Tower, wheiice he 
comes not forth until to his executic 
Parliament he is presently accused of treason 
and heresy, and unheard, is attainted. Some do 
observe that he procured* that law of attaining 
by Parliament, without hearing the party, and 
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that liimself was the first, that hy that law died 
unheard, for in July following he was there- 
upon heheaded. 

Next consider, that King Henry the Eighth, 
vho engrossed sacrilege, and retailed it to pos- 
terity ; what the Pope permitted Wolsey, (saith 
Cambden,) Henry the Eighth, with the assent 
of his Parliament, permits himself; the first to 
catch the Pope pretends charity and good 
works, (Colleges shall be built,) the latter to 
1 the Laity in Parliament was offered with 
i revenue of Religious Houses to maintain 
forty EarlsB, sixty Barons, three hundred 
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Knights, forty thousand soldiers, and for ever 
ease the subject of taxes and subsidies, both 
obtained their desires in dissolving; neither 
perform the cuds promised. Henry the Eighth 
had still furthered Wolsey in his dissolution, 
and thereby found the way to ruin all the 
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Iii the twenty seventh year 1 ' of his reign, by 
Parliament, he dissolves the lesser houses, and 
n the thirty-first' the great ones, in the thirty- 
even th* all the Colleges, Hospitals, and Free 
Chapels, except some few, and possesseth all 
their lands, goods, and treasure. For the first 
half of his reign (while free from sacrilege) he 
s honoured of his allies abroad, loved of his 
subjects at home, successful in his actions, and 
,t peace, as it were, with God and man ; hut 
after his sacrilege (as in disfavour with both) 
his subjects rebel, first in Suffolk, after in 
Lincoln, Somerset, Yorkshire, and the northern 
parts, as also in Ireland, such dearth of 
bread and corn in England, (the granary of 
Christendom,) that many die starved, which 
hath not been since the 40th of Hen. III. And 
v (like Saul forsaken of God) lie falls from 
! sin to another. Queen Catharine (the 
wife of his bosom for twenty years) must now 
be put away, the marriage declared void, and 
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he desirous of sons, rather than pillars to bear 
his name, marries the Lady Anne Boleyn 1 , and 
by her bad the Lady Elizabeth, and in the 
27th of his reign a son born dead (to hiB great 
affliction) the 19th of May, 153G. The 28th 
of his reign she is beheaded, and the next day 
he marries" 1 the Lady Jane Seymour, who 
being with child by him, she (nature unwilling 
to give birth to the son of such a father) wants 
bring forth ; the father commands 
n , and the mother, the twelfth of 
October, dies to give a short life to her son, 
and the sixth of January in the thirty-first 
year, the King weds the Lady Anne of Cleve , 
and in July after is divorced : and in August 
following he marries the Lady Katharine 
Howard?, and in December, in the thirty- third 
of his reign, she is attainted, and dies on the 
block : and in July, in the thirty-fifth of his 
reign, he marries the Lady Katharine Parr'. 
Here is wives enough to have peopled another 
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Canaan, had he had Jacob's blessing; but 
his three last are childless, and the children 
of the two first are by statute declared illegiti- 
mate, and not inheritable to the Crown*. 

But himself growing aged aiul infirm, hope- 
less of more children, and not willing to venture 
the support of his Crown and family upon a 
single, and so weak a prop as was his son 
Prince Edward : in the thirty-fifth year* of his 
reign he entails the Crown upon his children : 
after his death, they all successively sway liis 
Sceptre, and all die childless, and his family is 
extinct, and, like Herostratus, his name not 
mentioned but with his crimes. His Crown 
happily descends to the issue of his eldest 
sister, and a foreign nation (like Cyrus's) fills 
his throne. 

Among the many great and active men 
aiding Henry the Eighth in his dissolution of 
Monasteries, and receiving great reward oat of 
his Church spoil, Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, was the chief; he had four wives ; his 
first the daughter of Nevil, Marquis Mount- 

• 28 Hen. VILI. c. 7. ■ 35 Hen. VI11. <■- 1. 
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eagle, who died without issue. By his second 
wife he hud one daughter, married to Stanly, 
Lord Montague, but died without issue, 
third wife was Mmy Q.iurn Dowager of France 
and sister to Henry the Eighth, l>y her he had 
one son, Henry, and two daughters, Frances 
and Eleanor. His son was created Earl of 
Lincoln, hut died a child : his daughter 
Frances, miirried Gray, Marquis Dorset, and 
alter Dux.' of Suffolk, who had one son Henry 
who died young; Jane Gray, his eldest 
daughter, married to Guildford Dudley 1 , 
was with him beheaded about 5th Mary. 
Katharine iiis second daughter was married to 
Edward Lord Seym ore, eldest son to the 
Duke of Somerset; Mary his third daughter 
married to Martin Keyes, and died without 
issue". Ellenor, second daughter to Charles 
Brandon, married to Clifford Earl of Cumber- 
land, a gallant family, lately extinct. 

The Queen DmvugiT dying. Charles Brandon 
married the daughter and heir of the Lord 
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Willoughhy of Eresby, who enriched him with 
two sons, Henry and Chitrles ; but the Duke 
dying about the 36th of Hen. VIII. left his 
title and estate to his son Henry, who enjoyed 
it until 5 Edward VI. then dying of the 
sweating sickness, left them to his brother 
Charles 1 , who only lived to be his brother's 
heir, and Duke of Suffolk ; and the same day 
and of the same disease with his brother died : 
and with him the title, name, and family of 
Brandon. 

The statute of Hen. VIII. c. 13. gives the 
Monastery of Sibeton in Suffolk, to the Duke 
of Norfolk, and the Chantry of Cobham in 
Kent, to the Lord Cobham, since which time 
how heavy the hand of justice hath fallen upon 
these noble families, inform thyself from our 
Annals. 

Consider next the Duke of Somerset, Pro- 
tector to Edward the Sixth: Goodwin in his 
Annals saith, "He was a just and pious man, 
a zealous reformer of religion, a faithful pre- 
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server of the King and Commonwealth, save 
that with the common error of the time, his 
hands were deep in sacrilege ?." In the first 
year of Edward* the Sixth, he procured the 
dissolution of some Chantries, Free Chapels, 
and Hospitals, left undissolved by Hen. VIII. 
In the third year, he permits (if not procures) 
his brother Thomas Lord Seymour, untried, 
(saith Goodwin*,) to be attainted by Parlia- 
ment; and shortly after, (not unblamed,) 
signed a warrant for his execution, whereupon 
his brother lost his head, and he a friend. 

The same year his zeal to reformation adds 
new sacrilege to his former ; for he defaces 
some part of St. Paul's Church b , converts the 
Charnel-house and a Chapel by it into dwell- 
ing houses, and demolishing some Monuments 
there, he turns out the old bones to seek new 
sepulchres in the fields : next he destroys the 
Steeple, and part of the Church of St. John's of 

J Goodw. f. 252. 

« Stat. 1 Ed. VI. c. 14. 

* Goodw. f. 227. 

b Stew's Annals, [p. 596. ed. Lond. A. D. 1631.] 
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Jerusalem", by Smithfield, and with the stone 
beginneth to build his house in the Strand* 1 ; 
but as the leprosy with the Jews, with us the 
curse of sacrilege, cleaves to the consecrated 
stone, and they become vn success fid, so as the 
builder doth not finish his house, nor doth his 
son inherit it. In the fifth year of Edward 
the Sixth, the Duke was indicted, and found 
guilty of felony, which was (saith Hollinshed) 
upon a statute made the third and fourth of 
Edward the Sixth, and since repealed: whereby 
to attempt the death of a privy councillor is 
felony, (Goodwin saith,) upon the statute of 
3 Hen. VII. hut erroneously, that not ex- 
tending to Barons. It is observable, that this 
law was but the year before passed by himself, 
and himself the only man that ever suffered by 
it. The statute being since repealed, Goodwin 6 .. 
observes and wonders, that he omitted to pray 
the benefit of his book, as if Heaven would 
not, that he that had spoiled His Church, 
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should be saved by His Clergy: and : 
observable, that in the reign of Edward VI. 
none of the nobility dies under the rod of 
justice, but the Duke of Somerset, and his 
brother the Lord Admiral, all the uncles the 
King had, and their crimes comparatively vt 
not heinous. 

Did these men die the common death of all 
men, or are they visited after the manner of all 
men ? if not, believe they provoked the Lord, 
and consider, that if they sinned in the first 
profanation, thou tha.t continues! their act, canst 
not be innocent. 

Here thou mayest see God observing a 
decorum in his punishment of sacrilege. The 
issue of the Conqueror are strangely (almost 
miraculously) slain in the New Forest, where 
their father committed the sacrilege. Wolsey, 
that by the King's power and license had 
destroyed forty Monasteries, is by the Kii 
power ruined, and at last driven to seek 
entertainment, and an obscure grave in a Mc 
nastery : his agents, that had thrust themselvt 

) his sacrilegious employment, are them 



selves their own executioners, guilty of their 
own hlooils. 

Pope Clement the Seventh, that willingly 
permitted the spoil of forty poor Monasteries, 
to erect two rich Colleges, is himself necessitated 
to plunder his own rich Church, to preserve 
his poor decayed person. 

The Lord Cromwell, and Duke of Somerset, 
commit their sacrilege by acts of Parliament, 
and by Acts of Parliament they perish every 
one hy the sword, wherewith he strikes. 

And since in the Acts of Parliament for dis- 
solution of Monasteries, the whole Kingdom 
was involved either hy their personal consent 
as Barons, or their implicit consent in the re- 
presentative body in the House of Commons ; 
we have just cause to fear and pray, lest God, 
still observing His order, and turning out ar- 
tillery upon ourselves, should make use of a 
Parliament (whereby our fathers robbed Him) 
to destroy us their children. 

I have here given thee instance only of such 
as were the first actors in the violation and 
subversion of Monasteries ; lest therefore tWs. 
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shouldest think the crime and punishment 
endeth with them, consider v 
dition and success both of our Commonwealth 
in general, lind of private families in particular 
before the dissolutions, and observe thei 
after ; and we shall find just cause to think 
there is a cursed thing amongst us. For 
while our Religious Houses stood, they em- 
ploying their revenues according to the donor's 
direction, opened wide their hospitable gates to 
all comers, and without the charges of a 
reckoning, welcomed all travellers, until the 
statute of 1 Edward I. restrained and limited 
them, and casting their bread upon the waters, 
they relieved the neighbouring poor, without 
the enre of the two next Justices of Peace, o 
the curse of a penal law: while they stood, 
the younger children both of Lords and Com 
inons were provided for, without the ruin < 
their father's estate, or (almost) a charge t 
their parents, and not left (as now) often to a 
unworthy, necessitous, and vicious course i 
life : we had then no new laws (the offspring 
of new vices) to erect houses of c 



lewd and vagrant persons f , to provide stock to 
bind poor children prentices, or to make 
weekly levies to maintain the weak, lame, 
indigent, and impotent people, to our new 
charge of an annual subsidy at least : for these 
were provided for, those prevented by the 
charity of our Religious Houses ; and then the 
families and estates of our nobility and gentry 
continued long through very many descents. 
But when covetous sacrilege got the upper 
hand of superstitious charity, and destroyed all 
our Monasteries, all our Religious Houses, the 
preservers of learning, both divine and human, 
by their learned works and laborious manu- 
scripts ; the suppressors of vice, by their strict, 
regular, and exemplary life, (though some, 
nay many among them, sons of Ely, made the 
"offerings of the Lord to stink before the 
people,") then all their Houses, all their Lands, 
Appropriations, Tithes, and Oblations, coming 
into the King's hands, (policy to prevent a 
restitution;) distributes them among the laity ; 
some the King exchanges, some ho sells, others 



he gives away ; and by this means (like the 
dust flung up by Moses) they presently dis- 
perse all the Kingdom over, and at once become 
curses both upon the families and estates of the 
owners ; they often viciously spending on their 
private occasions, what was piously blended 
for public devotion; in-iinnmh that within 
twenty years next after the dissolution, more 
of our nobility and their children have been 
attainted, and died under the sword of justice, 
than did from the Conquest to the dissolution, 
being almost five hundred years : so as if thou 
examine the list of the Barons in the Parliament 
of the 27th Hen. VIII., thou shah find very 
few of them, whose son doth at this day inherit 
his father's title and estate ; and of those few, 
many to whom the King's favour hath restored 
what the rigorous law of attainder took, both 
dignity, lands, and posterity. And doubtless 
the Commons have drunk deep 
of deadly wine, but tliey being mo 
and less eminent, are not so obvious to obser- 
vation. 

Thou hast seen the insuocess of H 
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Eighth and his family, and may est observe his 
sacrilegious wealth not to thrive better. 

Mr Cambden h in his Britannia saith, that in 
the time of Henry the Eighth, after the disso- 
lution of the lesser Houses, there were i 
maining 645 Monasteries, (monuments of o 
ancestors piety,) built to the honour of God, 
and propagation of the Christian faith, learning, 
and the relief of the poor ; as also 96 Colleges, 
(besides those in the University,) 110 Hospitals, 
and 2374 Chantries, and Free Chapels. All 
which, except some few Colleges, Free Chapels, 
and Chantries, with all their lands and wealth, 
came to Henry the Eighth, the annual value of 
the lands then being very vast, their goods and 
personal estates exceeding great, besides 
plunder of Shrine s inestimable, when the pearl, 
gold, and precious stones of one Shrine filled 
two chests' so as each took eight strong i 
(saith Mr Cambden) to carry it. 

And though the dissolving of Chantries, 
Colleges, and Free Chapels, in the 37th of 

» Cjuobflon Britt. f. IBS. [p. CMXSS. ed. 1722.] 



Hen. VIII. his reign did not yield him a crop 
equal to the vintage of his former reformations : 
yet was his harvest better than the gleanings 
of Ruth, though among full sheaves. Speed k 
saith he had twelve barrels filled with gold and 
silver, which Cardinal Wolsey provided for the 
Pope. Goodwin remembers 11 8,840/. he had of 
the Clergy for their fine in a premunire, besides 
the great benefit of forfeitures that accrued by 
the attainders of many great men, and the 
multitude of loans, taxes, and subsidies, he re- 
ceived from bis subjects; being more (saith 
Mr. Cambden and Mr. Howes) than all the 
Kings had in 500 years before: yet all this 
excess of wealth, added to that mass of 
5,300,000/. left him in ready money by hia 
father, as appears by the Close-Roll of 3 Hen. 
VIII. (saith Sir. Edward Coke 1 ) could not 
preserve him from want, (the certain attendant 
on sacrilegious wealth,) wherewith he is so sore 
pressed, that about the thirty-sixth year of his 
reign, of all the Kings of England, he alone, 
> Speed, [In. u, n.] 
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coins not only base*" tin and copper, but 
leather money. 

And it is observed that since the accession of 
Abbeys, and Impropriations to the Crown, even 
tlie crown lands, (which formerly have been 
thought sufficient to support the ordinary 
charge of the Crown,) are now so wasted (a bs it 
tiividia dictis) aa they will scarce defray (he 
ordinary charge of the King's household. And 
while such bitter sfreams flow from sacrilegious 
wells, though digged by Kings, subjects that 
fill their cisterns from thence cannot expect lo 

Reynerus" tells us, and upon good credit, 
that at the dissolution, Henry the Eighth 
divided part of the Church spoils among two 
hundred and sixty gentlemen, of families in one 
part of England, and at the same time Thomas 
Duke of Norfolk, rewards the service of twenty 
of his gentlemen, with the grant of 40/. a 
year out of his own inheritance ; and that, 









76 TO THE READER. 

while not sixty of the King's donees had i 
l owning his father's estate, every one o 
'. Duke's hath ;i son" of his own loins, flour- 
ing in his father's inheritance; and that he 
eould have set down their several names 
conveniency required it. 

Thou may est here expect I should ohserve 
the ill-success of particular private men, pos- 
sessors and owners of Impropriations and i 
of Religious Houses, but to set down all, would 
make the porch much bigger than the house, 
i disproportion, I fear, among other erroi 
im guilty of, while 1 discover the nakedness 
inly of thee, tliy parents or friends. But do 
thou, and let every man observe, how often 
Impropriations and Religious Houses in a short 
time change, and shift their owners, like the 
Ark not resting, either with the men 
Ashdod, Gath, nor Ekron'', but wearies them 
with emerods and mice ; curses upon 
ir persons and estates: but returned I 
Bcth-shemeth and Kirjath-jearim to its on 



place, to the Priest, and Levite, not only 
Obed-Edom, but even all Israel is bleased. 

And that thou mayest neither doubt, nor 
yet wonder, at the insuccess of sacrilegious 
persons, first weighing what David prayed 
against those that did but say, "Let us take 
ourselves the Houses of God into our 
next remember, the many and 
es imprecated by founders of 
lii ik'ious Houses, and those seconded by 
their spiritual mother the Church 1 , she 
led it by the natural parent, in several 
Acts of Parliament, and canst thou hope good 
from their blessings, and not fear evil from 
their curses? If thou thinkest the founders 
idolatrous, the Church Popish, and therefore 
leir curses not reg;irdiibl c ; let that in Ezra" 
verify thy error, where thou sbalt find Darius 
finishing what Cyrus began, the second Temple 
t Jerusalem ; then restnring "hat Ncbuchad- 
ezzar had taken, all the golden and silver 
vessrls; thou lie gives tattle, corn, wine, oil, 
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&c. for sacrifices, and adds this curse upon the 
violators ; " And the God that hath caused His 
Name to dwell there, destroy all, King and 
people, that put to their hand, to alter and 
destroy this House of God*," which is at 
Jerusalem. There thou mayest observe both an 
idolater giving, and a heathen cursing, yet is 
his gift acceptable, and his curse prevalent: 
for thou shalt find Antiochus Epiphanes u his 
armies destroyed, himself dejected, and com- 
plaining even to death, of his great tribulation 
and misery, acknowledgeth that they befall 
him for his evil done at Jerusalem; for he 
took thence the Golden Altar, the Table of the 
Shew-Bread, the vessels of gold and silver, as 
thou mayest read in the first chapter of the 
first book of Maccabees x , and himself dying of 
a most loathsome disease. And shortly after 
his son Antiochus Eupater is slain ?: and 
in the same chapter thou mayest observe 
Nicanor threatening to burn up the Temple, 
and presently he first, and after, all his army 



* Ezra vi. 12. 

* 1 Mace. i. [21, 22. vi.] 11. 12. 



* 1 Mace. vL 
r 1 Mace. vii. 4. 
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is slain, not one escapeth; the head and right 
hand of Nicanor, which had been lifted up 
against the Temple 2 , is cut off, and hung up 
towards Jerusalem, Heliudoms is sent to Jeru- 
salem by Seleucus King of Asia, to take the 
treasure out of the Temple, and while in the 
Temple disposing the treasure, he is smitten 
of God, and ready to die, until Onias the High- 
priest, at the entreaty of friends, offers sacri- 
fice for him, and obtains his life: and Helio- 
dorus returns to the King, and declares what 
betel him ; the King, yet thirsting for the 
money of the Temple, would send another, 
and demanding of Heliodorus whom, he 
answered, Thy enemy or a traitor 8 ; for if he 
escape with life, he shall be sure to be 
scourged I so certain is the punishment of 
sacrilege. 

Calisthenes" attempting to burn the Temple, 
set fire on the gates, and after is himself burnt 
by the Jews. 

Lysimachus c , called the Church robber, com- 

■ s Mace. iv. ■ a Mow. lii. 

' 1 Mace, yiii, S3. ■ 2 Mncc. 4. S9, (fcc] 



mita many sacrileges by tlie instigatk 
Menelaus ; is slain by the treasury of tl 
Temple d , and his instigator', is by Antiochus 
put to a strange death. For in Berea 
tower fifty cubits high, full of ashes, with a 
round instrument that went down in 
ashes, wherein they put sacrilegious persons, 
and Menalaus (saith the text) having c 
mitted sins against the Altar, whose fire 
shes are holy, receives his death by ashes, 
LOt having a burial in the earth. 

Alcimus even in his act of sacrilege, while 
pulling down the Temple walls', is struck 
with a palsy and dies in torment. 

Jason that burnt the porch, Demetrius and 
other sacrilegious persons, all fall under the 
single curse of one heathen; and dost thou 
think to escape so ma-ny curses of a Christian 
Church, which twice a year (being so directed 
by Parliament) curses the violators of Churches 
| and Church liberties ? 

But if these judgments and examples cannot 






fright thy covetous soul from sacrilege, but 
thy desires of being rich sway thee, then let 
thy provident good husbandry so far prevail 
with thee, as not to meddle with God's and 
the Levite's portion, the C lunch patrimony ; hut 
even out of temporal and worldly respects for 
the good of thee, thy children, neighbours, 
and posterity, forbear (what pretences soever 
are made) the dissolving Bishoprics and 
Deaneries. 

Remember that of all the specious pretences 
and large promises made both by Wolsey and 
Henry the Eighth upon tlieir several dissolu- 
tions, not any one of them is performed ; 
Wolsey neither settles his Colleges, nor Henry 
the Eighth ease his subjects of loans, taxes, 
and impropriations ; maintains no soldiers for 
the defence of the Kingdom, nor disposes the 
lands as the statute directs, to the honour and 
pleasure of Almighty God : nor indeed to the 
profit of the Kingdom, if thou weighest the 
profit and convenieney the public had before, 
with what they have now ; the burdens and 
charges that we have since groaned uudex, 11A 
O ' 
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formerly not known ; but that evil is only to 
be lamented not cured: may we happily pre- 
vent the like for the future ! 

The lands and revenue of Bishoprics and 
Deaneries, clogged with long leases under 
small rents, can give but little help to pay off 
the vast public debt j and that with greater 
damage to the Co mm on wealth, than the drain 
of private purses can be : for this only 
weakens particulars and for the present, that 
ruins generally and for ever: for the Priest- 
hood is not with us (as with the Jews) entailed 
upon Aaron and his sons : but thine, mine, 
bis, the sons of nobles, gentlemen, and peasants, 
while all alike able, are all alike interested 
in the Church's preferment, which in our 
nation is the sole spur, the only reward for 
learning ; and happily provides for those, 
which otherwise would be burdens to their 
parent, mischiefs to the Kingdom : while 
Colleges, Bishoprics, and Deaneries, continue, 
thou and thy neighbour coutinuest thy lease 
at small rents, thy sons and grandchild renews 
: r. at easy fines, and by the accustomed charity 
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of thy Ecclesiastic landlord, thy continued 

clogged Trill t liveries, primer seisins, 

and wardships, (the course of tenures,) equals, 

if not betters, an inheritance. 

But Colleges, Bishoprics, and Deaneries 
dissolved, their lands and houses must he 
assigned (as were Monasteries and Impropria- 
tions) to this lord, or that courtier, or to that 
this com mi I tee-man, and then thy rent 
(if thou beest continued tenant) must be 
racked to the highest rate, until thou art 
raised by paying so great a rent, thy landlord, 
by receiving the Church revenue, and all we, 
while tinder the rod for the first, he guilty 
of a second national sacrilege ; for shall we 
uot believe this national war, and general ruin, 
to be for a general and national sin; which 
cannot he the acts of private and particular 
men, (though infinitely multiplied,) but must 
proceed from the acts of the universal nation, 
and such I know none, but that sacrilege of 
destroying some Churches, some Chapels, and 
robbing others of their Tithes and Endowments, 
which is not only connived at, but made lawM. k 



by our Acts of Parliaments, to which even 
every one in the whole Kingdom, by our own 
law, is said to be privy and consenting, and 
thereby guilty of the subsequent sacrilege ? And 
then do thou judge, whether another act for 
dissolution (which CSod prevent) will not be 
a step to another national sacrilege, and that 
to another scourge; therefore if Honluii and 
Phineas have sinned, and Eli not reproved 
them, let them all three die, yea in one day, 
for we have text and precedent for that, but 
neither that the order should perish. 

To conclude : Do thou consider, that while 
we detain Tithes from the Church, and forbid 
Aaron to eounsel Moses, whether we trespass 
not upon the property and liberty of the Church ; 
and shall not God visit for these things, wher 
thou with thy sword maintainest against thy J 
brother (if not against thy King) thy property 
of goods, and liberty of subjects f But that 
God may withdraw His visitations, and thou 
sheath thy sword, and the King receivi 
ance and tribute due from his sub 



a subjects their protection and liberties from 
the King; may King and subjects agree to 
return God and His Church what is du 
l.hi'iti, and may (he first actor, in restoring God 
His right, be by God first restored to his 
right! 

Other things (and thess more perfectly,) I 
would have observed to thee, had not London 
tnd Oxford, the Records and I, been at s 
great a distance. Let therefore thy goodne; 

lse, what is cither omitted or mistaken by 
not viewing the Records ; and for my other 

rs I beg thy pardon, as I would 1 
done for meddling with this subject, fitter for 
a pulpit than my pen ; but I have often heard 
it slighted from the Levite, as preaehing his 
Dwn profit, and therefore thought it might take 
better (though worse delivered) from a lay 
hand, no ways concerned by it, but in 
general calamity of our Commonwealth. Fare- 
well. 

CLEM. SPELMAN. 
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ie manner af the Deaths qf Hugh Farin, 
of Colchester, and Richard If'hiti 
li bona conscienta freti, nee ape nei 
5 et terrorihus, iu-r polliciutiijiiibus prtcmusve in. 
duci poterant, ut Ecriesia; bona slue fitlei commissa 
crilegorum »vidit.;iii deri'lmqiiiT! i . t , ™]i tres invent! s 
ccenobiorum prafeeti, aut si mavis Abliates, Jnan 
videlicet ColocestreiiM? in Hssi-xia sit! : Hugo Farindo- 
j ejus quod in locum sepulture Rcdiuga? 
: Rex Henricus primus, ei Ricbardus Whitingus 
Glastonienais, Glastoniensis inqnam, inter nobilissims 
nnliquissiinaque totius Kurojiee Monastcria numerandi: 
quippe a Josepho ab Arimalhea priimim tonditi (hic 
fertur) qui Chiisti Domini corpus sepelivit, et ibi poslea 
sepultus dicitnr, ubi ctiani prseter aliquot Rcges Saxon- 
:os tumnJatns jacuit Fainigeratissiimis illc Arthunia, 
id si prseonem tnuin- fuisset virtntibus suis dignum, 
iter heroum velenim clarissimos emicuisset. His 
ptur omnibus (cum alia latio non occurreret cupila 
ra?da potiimdi) imperalum, ll( punc mi 
Ecclcsias Anglicana; caput jurarneiito conflrmBrent : 
3 detreclantes, tanquain perdu el lionea. 
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Majestatem ad mortem damnantur. Et Bechius quidem 
Colocestriae suspensus est, sicut Redingae Farindonius, 
una cum duobus sacerdotibus Ruggo et Oniono, Whitin- 
gus autem, homo, et annosus, et ab state hebetior, se 
vix sentiens damnatum, a loco judicii (quod Welliae in- 
stitutum est in aula Episcopali, 4. ea milliaribus a 
Glastonia distat) rediens, cum Monasterium suum se 
repetere speraret, abreptus fertur derepente ad cacumen 
Torrae mentis qui Glastoniae imminet, et unde in sub- 
jectam circumquaque Regionem longe lateque prospectus 
patet. Ibi ne spatio quidem dato Ecclesiae suae valedi- 
cendi, quod efflagitabat misere, in patibulo ad id erecto 
suspensus interiit: non sine invidia quorundam quibus 
id negotii demandata erat, de quibus optime meritus 
Whitingus ferebatur. Cum illo eodem et tempore 
et loco duo Monachi idem supplicium subierunt, 
misero qui seni talis pertinaciae suasores credeban- 
tur, Rogerus Jacobi et Joannes Thornus. Singulorum 
corporibus jam exanimatis cadita amputata, et trunci 
in quatuor partes dissecti sunt, quo ad portas oppidorum 
aut alia loca celebriora, suspenderentur. Paucorum 
poena adeo cseteros omnes conterruit, ut manus mox 
singuli dederint, et cocnobia sua resque omnes Regiae 
voluntati permiserint 
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RIGHTS AND RESPECT 



THE CHURCH. 



sgf NSOMUCH as the rights and duties 
Ij^j;. 1 that belong to our Churches, arc (in 
— =^ effect) contained under the name of 
ectory or Parsonage ; I will first define 
what I conceive a Rectory or Parsonage to 
be, according to the usual form and 
thereof. 



A Rectory or Parsonage is a spiritual living", 
omposcd of Land, Tithe, and other Oblations 1 



of the people, separate or dedicate to God i] 
congregation, for the service" 1 of His 
Church there, and for the maintenance of the 
governor or Minister thereof, to whose charge 
he same is committed. 

By this definition it appears, that the c 
nary Living or Revenue of a Parsonage, i 
three sorts : the one in land, commonly called 
the Glebe ; another in Tithe, which is a 
and regular part of our goods rendered to God. 
The third, in other Offerings and Oblatio 
bestowed upon God and His Church, by the 

id Tithes, Num. «UL 34. So also the Canonists and Civ 



5 Chrittto qui spontua 






people, either in such arbitrable proportion as 
their own devotion moveth them, or as the 
laws or customs of particular places do require 



2. Though I invert order a little, I will first 
speak of Tithes, because it is God's ancient de- 
mesne, and the nobler part of this His inherit- 
ance ; founded primarily upon the law of 
nature, (as the other be alao after their 
manner.) For the law of nature teacheth iis, 
that God ts to be honoured; and that the 
honour due unto Htm, cannot be performed 
without Ministers, nor the Ministers attend 
their function without maintenance. And 
therefore seeing God is the supreme Lord, 
and Possessor of all e , and giveth all things 
unto us that we are maintained with; it is 
our duty, both in point of justice and gratuity, 
to render something back again unto Him, as 
acknowledging this His supremacy and bounty; 
as honouring Him for H is goodness ; as a tes- 
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timony of the worship, love, and service we 
owe Him; and lastly, as a means whereby 
these duties and services may be performed 
to Him. This, I say, the very law of nature 
teacheth us to do, and this the law of God 
require th also at our hands : but what the 
set portion of our goods should be, that thus 
we ought to render back unto God, I cannot 
say the law of nature f hath determined that : 
but the wisdom of all the nations of the world, 
the practice of all ages, the example of the 
Patriarchs, Abraham* and Jacob h , the appro- 
bation 1 and commandment of Almighty God 
Himself, and the constant resolution k of His 
Church universally, hath taught and prescribed 
us to render unto Him the tenth part: and 
that this tenth part, or Tithe, being thus 
assigned unto Him, leaveth now to be of 
the nature of the other nine parts, (which 

f Yet there be divers natural reasons, that commend this number 
(for this purpose) above others. 
t Gen. xiv. 20. 

* Gen. xxviii. 22. 

* Levit. xxvii. 30. 32. Deut. xii. 6. 11. Malachi iii. 10. 
k. Declared by Fathers and Councils. 
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are given us for our worldly necessities,) and 
becometh as a tiling dedicate and appropriate 
unto God. For it is said, Lev. xxvii. 30, 
" All the Tithe of the land, botli of the seed of 
the ground, and of the fruit of the trees, is the 
Lord's:" yea, more than so, "it is holy unto 
the Lord," and again, ver. 32. "Every Tithe 
of bullock, and sheep, and of all that goeth 
under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto 
the Lord." He saith, "holy unto the Lord," 
not that they were like the sanctified things 
of the Temple, which none might touch but 
the anointed Priests : but holy and separate 
from the use and injury of secular persons, 
and to be disposed only to, and for the peculiar 
service and peculiar servants of God. And 
therefore in the 28th verse, it is said, "to he 
separate from the common use, because it is 
separate, and set apart unto the Lord." 



; some happily -will say, that this use 
of Tithing rises out of the Levitical Law, and 
ended with it. I answer, that it was re- 



eeived and practised by Abraham and Jacob 1 
divers hundred years before it came to the 
Levites. For it is said that Abraham gave 
Tithe to Melchisedec, Gen. xiv. 20, and that 
Levi himself paid Tithes also in thi 
of Abraham, Heb. vii. 9. Melchisedec 
image of Christ, and His Church; Abraham 
of the congregration <il' the faithful. Therefore 
though Levi received Tithes afterward, by a 
particular grant from God, for the time 

he paid them generally with the congrega- 
tion, in the loins of Abraham, unto the Priest- 
jod of Christ, here personated by Melchisedec ; 
which being perpetual, and an image of this 
of the Gospel, may well denote unto us, that 
this duty of Tithe, ought also tu he perpetual, 
And therefore Chrysostom saith ra , that Abraham 



1 Jmcob TOWBIh Id e ilc Tithes, Gen. xxviii. 22. And Josejihni 

• Horn. 35. in GentsLn. Atxirtiv out£ iiptLpitw' iirl 
wdrrb>i> 5** ixeipfetTo, tvrtiietv f&i} tiiaoKaKos &raffi 
ymaiitUB! iniUi|r ittittlicvvodm ttyi'n.^on£i"riv I Kal tSi 
iirajjjtir rpotr&iniv r&v Topi tou SioE ijfilr itapiaX'- 






herein was oi! a. tutor, not the tutor of the Jews. 
And insomuch as Abraham paid it not to a 
Priest, that offered a Levitical sacrifice of 
bullocks and goats, but to him that gave the 
elements of the Sacrament of the Gospel, 
Bread and "Wine " ; it may also well intimate 
to us, to what kind of Priest we are to pay 
r Tithes: namely, to him that ministereth 
unto us the Sacrament of Bread and Wine, 
which are only those of the Gospel, and not 
the Levitical Priests. So that our Tithe paid 
1 this kind, cannot be said Levitical : as also 
for that the Levitical Tithes were only of 
things renewing" and increasing : whereas 
Abraham and Jacob paid them of all ; as if 
they had followed the commandment of the 
Apostle, "Let him that is taught in the Word, 
make him that hath taught him, partaker of 
p his goods." 

he Scripture only menHonclh Bread ind Wine tn be gtra 
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God also requircth this duty of Tithe by 
His own mouth, as of old belonging to Him, 
before the Lcvites were called to the service 
of the Tabernacle, and before they were named 
in Scripture. For they are not named till 
Exod. xxxviii, 21. Ami it ii n;iid in Exod. 
xxii. 29, "Thine abundance «f thy liquor 
shalt thou not keep back," meaning Tithed and 
first-fruits; and therefore Hierome doubteth not 
so to translate it, "Thy Tithes and first-fruits 
shalt thou not kee^i back." And in tliis 
manner of speech, the word "keep back," 
sheweth, that it was a thing formerly due 
unto God : for we ennnot say, that any thing 
is kept back or withholden, that was not due 
before. Therefore we find no original com- 
mandment of giving Tithe unto God ; but 
upon the first mentioning of them in Leviticus, 
they are positively declared to be His, as a part 
of His Crown, and ancient demesne; for it is 
there said, chap, xxvii, 30. "AH the Tithe of 
the land is the Lord's." And Moses com- 
mandeth not the people a new thing, but 
deelarelh the right, that of old belonged to 



God, namely, that "al] the Tithes of the land 

Other phrases of Scripture do confirm this ; 
for afterward, when Tithes tame to be assigned 
) the Levites, God doth not say, "The chil- 
dren of Israel shall give their Tithes to the 
Levites;" but He saith, "Behold, I have given 
them to the Levites*." And continuing this 
His claim unto them, against those that many 
hundred years after disseized Him of them, 

i complaineth, "That they that withheld 
their Tithes from the Levites, spoiled Him 
Himself 8 ." 

But having handled this argument more 
largely in a greater work, I will here close 
it up with opposing against these kinds of 
adversaries, not only the reverend authority 
of those ancient and most honourable pillars 
of the Church, St. Ambrose', St. Augustine", 



\ S.Ambrm. Serin. 54. DcQuadra E nii,ii[S. 3 
supposltitioui )iy ilis Intflil, editors,] 




St. HieTome«,aiidSt.Chrysostom5',( who though 
they run violently with St. Paul against Buch 
ceremonies as they conceived to he Levitical ; 
yet when they come to speak of Tithes, admit, 
maintain, and command the use thereof,) hut 
also the resolution of many ancient Councils', 
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and a multitude of other Fathers" and Doctors 
of the Church in their several ages : all of 



1 Dominus Cain hoc 
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them concurring in opinion, that Tithea belong 
justly unto God ; and many of them com- 
manding all men even upon peril of their 
souls not to withhold them : which argument 
St. Augustine b himself pathetically main- 
taineth, in a particular Sermon of his to this 
purpose. And though it be a great question 
among the learned, whether they be due in 
quota parte jure dirino, (which require th a 
larger discourse,) yet I never read of many 
that impugned them so absolutely. Lieutardus", 
who lived about 1000 years after Christ, 
taught the payment of them to he superfluous 
and idle ; and then growing desperate, drowned 
himself, as it were to give us a badge of this 
doctrine. 



4. Touching Oblations and Offerings : the 
Fathers under 11 this name accounted all things, 
that were given or dedicated to the service of 



God, And in the first ages of the Christian reli- 
gion, after the great persecutions, the Church 
by this means began bo to abound in riches, 
that the good Emperors themselves^ were i 
strained to make laws (not unlike our statutes 
of Mortmain) to restrain the excess thereof, 
for fear of impoverishing their temporal estate. 
In those days, many Churches had treasuries 
for keeping these Oblations as the storehouses 
at Jerusalem, appointed by Hezekiah', for the 
Temple, but the succeeding ages contracted 
them into chests : and in these later times, the 
Parsons' pocket may well enough contain ther 
hall not need therefore to spend many 
ds in a small matter : for all the Oblations 
in use, are in effect the twopenny Easter 
OfibringB, and few other such like: which 
because the owners of Appropriate Parsonages 
shall not ignorantly convert into their i 



Dl ho admitted in 



benefit, I will shew them why they were paid, 
and why they have them. 

St. Paul ordained in the Churches of 
Galatia and Corinth, that every one upon the 
Lord's Day should yield somewhat to God for 
the saints*. 

But this, being once a week came too thick 
and too often about. Therefore in Tertullian's h 
time, the use was to do it monthly, and at last 
at pleasure. But it was ever the ancient 
use of the primitive Church, as appeared) by 
Justin' and Cyprian, that all that come to the 
Holy Communion did according to their 
abilities, offer something r>f their substance to 
God, for charitable uses, and maintenance of 
the Ministers. Therefore Cyprian* sharply 
taxeth a rich matron, that received the Com- 
munion, and offered nothing. Locuples et 
dives et Dominicwa celehrare te credu, qva } 
Corban omnino non respicis, fyc. "What," 

I I Cor. iyL 1, * Tertull. [n Apologclico, c. 39. 

\ Jiutinui in Apol. 2. p. M. 

I Sermon* t. At Eleomtnynii. (p. 203, Fell.) 
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ITO OF OBLATIONS AND OFFERINGS. 

saith he, " art thou able and rich ; and 
dost thou think that thou celebratest the 
Lord's Supper, which bringest nothing to the 
treasury?" So Irenffius saith, "That it was 
the use of the Church ihrough the world in his 
time, and received from the Apostles, to offer 
something of the blessings that they lived by, 
as the first-fruits thereof, to Him that gave these 
things unto them' n ." Which Zanchius" under- 
standeth to be meant of Offerings at the Com- 
munion, given to holy uses, and for relief of 
the poor of the Church : commending it for an 
excellent custom, and complaining that it is 
now discontinued. But to this end, and in 
imitation hereof, are our Easter and Com- 
munion offerings (as also those, at, and for 
Christenings, Burials, &c, which I will not 
now speak of) at this day made, and therefore 




let proprietaries consider with what 
they can swallow and digest them. 



5. Touching the land, glebe, and houses 
belonging to Parsonages, (which I would have 
called God's fixed inheritance but that I see 
it is moveable,) I cannot say that they are 
God's ancient demesnes, in the same form that 
Tithes are, and as our Clergy enjoyeth them ; 
but the warrant and ground thereof riseth out 
of the word of God, Who not only gives us a 
precedent thereof, when lie appointed cities 
for the Levites to dwell in, with a convenient 
circuit of fields for the maintenance of their 
cattle", but commanded also the children of 
Israel, and in them all the nations of the world, 
that in division of their I jnd, they should offer 
an oblation to the Lord, an holy portion of the 
land for the Priest to dwell on, and to build the 
House of God uponi*. So that the houses and 



lands that our ancestors have dedicated to God 
in this manner, for the Churches and Ministers 
of this time, are now also His right and just 
inheritance, as well as those which the 
Israelites assigned for the house of God, 
and Levites of that time; and cometh upon 
the same reason, and in lieu thereof, 
because it is uncertain, when and how they 
were brought into the Church, I will say 
something touching that point. 



In the time of the Apostles the use was 
appeareth Acts ii. 45, and iv. 34, 35, to 
their lands, and bring the money only, to the 
Apostles. For the Church being then in ] 
secution, and the Apostles not to remain in 
particular place, but to wander all over 
world for preaching the Gospel ; they could 
not possess immoveable inheritances, and 
therefore received only the money they n 
sold for, distributing it as occasion served. 
But nfter, when the Church obtained a little 



KOW LANDS COME TO THE CHURCHES. 

st, and began to be settled^, it found much 
casualty in pecuniary contributions, and elios 
therefore rather to retain the lands themselves 
given for the maintenance of God's Priests and 
Ministers, than (by suffering the same tc 
iold) to furnish the time present with abun- 
dance, and leave the future time to hazard a 
uncertainty. Hereupon the Fathers in t 
Primitive Church 1 , as well before Constantine, 
(as appeareth by his own edicts, and by 
Origen', Eusebius 1 , and the epistles of Pins 
and Urban",) as after began to aecept and re 
l the lands thus given, and to leave theT 
r to their successors for a perpetual dowr 



110 HOW LANDS COME TO THE CHIIRCHEJ 

of the Church. And this upon experience was 
found to be so godly, and worthy a course, 
that it not only received the applause of all 
succeeding ages, but common doth for evei 
unto ns their temperance, in desiring no morf 
tlian for present necessity ; their zeal for pro 
viding for posterity, and their great wisdom 
(or rather, prophetical .ipirit) which foresaw 
long beforehand, that devotion, though it were 
at one time hot and fervent, yet at anothi 
might be cold enough. : and therefore when 
time served, they would by this means provide 
that the Church for ever, should have of her 
own, to maintain herself withal. Upon 
ensued many godly provisions of endowment 
of Churches, and for annexing their livings 
unto them, as neither the variety of time, r 
the impiety of man (if i t were possible,) should 
ever have divorced them, as appeareth by 
multitude of ancient Councils, Canons, 
Statutes, and Decrees of the Church 
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Emperors', and Princes*, to that purpose. 
Therefore whilst the -world burned so with that 
sacred fire of devotion, towards the ad 
ment of the glory of God : that every 
desired to sanctify his hand in the building of 
Churches, lest such holy monuments for 
of due maintenance should in process of time 

I become cither contemptible or unprofitable, 
It was at length ordained in "Aurel. Concil. 4. 
[An. 541. H.] cap. 33. and "Concil. Valentin. 
(An. 855.) cap. 9. That "whosoever builded 
a Church, should assign unto it a plough-land ' 
furnished for the maintenance of the Parson 
thereof." By virtue of these Councils, as I t;iki 



I 




it) were the founders of Churches in France 
first compelled to assure Livings to those 
Churches. And it was also provided by the 
third Council of Toledo 1 in Spain, that no 
Bishop might consecrate any Church, till 
sufficient maintenance (which Chrysostom " 
calleth the 'dowry of the bride') were assigned 

But because these were foreign, and Pro- 
vincial Councils, not General: they hound not 
our country, otherwise than by doctrine and 
example. Therefore it was here decreed after- 
ward, to the same effect in a Synod at London 11 

* Condi Tolclan. cap, IS. [IS, Hard. MuJU contra eanonum 



: 9. Chrysoit. Hnm, 18. in Ada. [5 4. i„l yut-MKa kyayin 
fi/«fiijv ft Soui fluytnepi oSt« Tp Ixuh'ni'lif Staitma. 
aiKa ivl&os akrjj Doicm ipHi largtre.J 
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under Anselm Archbishop of Canterbury, 
Anno Domini 1102, 3 Hen. I. And though 
the laws of our Church began then first (as far 
as I yet can find) to constrain our countrymen 
to give endowments to the Churches that they 
builded ; yet we were taught before (by the 
custom and example of our precedent an- 
cestors, as well as by our duty out of the 
Word of God) to do the same : as appeareth 
by many precedents, whereof I will only allege 
one, but above others that most famous, of 
Ethel wulphus', King of West Saxony, who 
(in the year of our Lord 855) as Ingulphus* 




Saxo, and Simeon Dunelrnens. 1 report, by the 
advice and agreement ol' all his Bishops and 
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Nobility, gave not only the Tithe of the goods, 
hut the tenth 10 part of the land through his 
kingdom for ever, to God and the Churches, 
free from all secular services, taxations, and 
repositions whatsoever : in which kind of reli- 
;ious magnificence, as our succeeding Kings 
lave also abounded, so have they from" time 
o time, as well by Parliament laws, as by their 
Royal Charters, confirmed these and other the 
rights of the Church, with many solemn vows 
imprecations against all that should ever 
attempt to violate the same. Therefore if these 
things had not been primarily due unto God 
by the rule of His word, yet are they now H 
and separate from us, by the voluntary gift a 
dedication of our ancient Kings and prede- 
cessors : as was the tributes of a third part of 
•I .shekel, which Xehcmiah and the Jews on 
their free bounty covenanted yearly to give 






unto God for the service of His House. 

i St. Peter saith to Ananias, "Whilst these 

things remained, they appertained unto 1 

d were in our own power* :" but now, when 

! h^ve not only vowed them, but delivered 

;m over into the hands and possession of 

Almighty God, (and that not for superstitioi 

and idle orders, but merely for the mainti 

^e of His public divine worship and the 
Ministers thereof.) they are not now arbitrable 
to be revoked by us, to the detriment of 
the Church. 



6. Churches being erected and endowed, 
they and their livings were, as I say, dedi- 

d unto God. first by the solemn 1 
and oblation of the founders, then by the 

nn act of the Bishop, who, to separate 
these things from secular and profane employ- 
ments, not only ratified the vow and oblation 
of the patron or founders, but consecrated 



also the Church itaelf; using therein great 
devotion, many blessings, prayers, works of 
charity, and some ceremony, for sanctifying 
the same to Divine uses. Therefore also have 
the ancient Councils r added many fearful 
curses against all such as should either violate 
it, or the rights thereof. 

This Consecration, Mr. Perkins 8 calleth a 
Dedication, but confessed) to have been in use 
in this manner, about the year of Christ 300. 
(which is within the time of the Primitive 
Church); only he admitteth not, that it was 
then performed with ceremony and the sign of 
the Cross; which here I will not stand upon, 
nor to shew the greater antiquity thereof, 
though I think it may well he proved. For 
Athanasius l being in those days accused by 
the Arians, of ministering tlii 1 Communion in a 
Church not consecrated, excused himself to 
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have done it upon necessity. And "Tlieodorct 
reporteth, that Constantine (then likewise! 
commanded " all those that were at the 
Council of Tyrus, should come to iElia": and 
that others should bo assembled from all parts, 
or consecration of the Churches builded by 
lim." Which sheweth it to be so notorious 
ind general an use at that time, and to have 
such universal approbation, as it could not 
but have a root also from elder ages, though 
there cannot be many precedents found 
thereof: for that the Christians being then in 
persecution, might hardly build, or dedicate 
any Churches, but were constrained to use 
; houses, and solitary places for their 
jlies; yet even those houses had, as it 
seemeth, some consecration, for they were 
commonly called <cde» sacrtey, holy 
, and have left that name to this day, 
amongst us for our Churches, as a testimony 
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of their sanctifi cation, whereof I shall speak 
more anon, Eusebius 1 also so saith, that 
" insomuch as the holy houses and Temples of 
that time were thus dedicated and consecrated 
unto God, the universal Lord of all; therefore 
they received His name, and were called in 
Greek Kvpiaxi (in Latin Dominicce) the Lord's 

lses: which name," saith he, "was 
imposed upon them by man; but by Himself 
inly, that is Lord of all." Of this word 
lupi<iK6r, cometh the Saxon word Cyric 
Kyrh: and (by adding a double aspiration 
it) our usual word Chyrcli or Church, aa 
j to put us ever in mind. Whose these 
lscb are: namely, the Lord's Houses: 
that which Jacob dedicating unto God, called 
Bethel, that is " the House of God 6 ." 

But hoth Church and Church-livings i 
thus solemnly delivered into God's possession, 
and therefore all ages, Councils and Fathers 
(that ever I yet have met with) account them 
holy and inviolable things. And hereupon they 
e termed, Pa trimonium Chri$ti,Dox Ecclesitz, 
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Dos apontce Christi, and Sacrata possessw or 
Priedium sanctum, ' ,i! For every thing that a 
man doth separate unto the Lord from the 
common use, whether it be man or beast, or 
land of his inheritance, it is holy to the 
Lord" i" and in what sort I understand the 
word holy, I have before declared. 



As then the law of nature primarily 
taught all nations in the world to give these 
things unto God ; so the very same law also 
taught them that it was sacrilege and impiety 
to pull them hack again; yea, the verj heathen 
mtcd the things thus severed unto their gods, 
be xancta et invivlanda. And St. Augustin 
expoundeth, Sanctum illud esse, quod violare 
ifus est, ''it is execrable wickedness to vio- 
late that that is holy." Pliariiuh' 1 would not 
abridge the Priests of their diet, or land ; no 
t in the great famine. The very barbarous 



nations of the world, even by the instinct 
of nature, abhorred this impiety. Diodorus 
Siculus e noteth of the Gauls, that though they 
were a people, above all others most covetous 
of gold ; yet ha"ving abundance thereof 
scattered in all parts of their Temples to the 
honour of their gods, none was found so 
wicked amongst them, as to meddle with any 
of it, I could allege a multitude of heathen 
stories to this purpose. But I will not weave 
the woollen yam of the Gentiles, into the fine 
linen garments of the Christians; I mean, I 
will not mingle profane arguments, in adiscourse 
of Christian piety. For the sheep that are of the 
fold of Christ, are tied only to hear His voice', 
and to follow that, which if they do not, they 
are thereby known to be goats, and not of 
His fold. 







. The cause why I touched upon this o 
heathen example, is to aggravate the manifold 
of ub Christians in this point. For if 
they that knew not God, were so zealous of 
the glory of their idols, how much more i 
our condemnation, if we that know Hin 
s regard Him ? If it go hard with Tyre and 
Ion in the day of Judgment that sinned 
ignorantly; how much harder will it be with 
Corazin and Bethsaida that sin presump- 
tuously ; especially with Capernaum, that 
(li.'s]iiscth her Lord God and Master, Jesus 
:hrist Himself? What is it to despise Him, ii 
o rob Him of His honour be not to despise 
lim? Or what is it to rob Him of His honour, 
if to take from Him the things given Him fl 
maintenance thereof, be not to rob Him? 






Therefore when the children of Israel withheld 
their tithes and offerings from the Levites, He 
cried out in Malachi iii. 8. that " Himself was 
robbed and spoiled," and was so highly 
offended therewith that He cursed the whole 
nation for it. And to make this sin appear the 
more monstrous, He eonvinceth the offenders 
[herein, not only to be violators of His legal 
Ordinances, hut even of the very law of nature, 
written in the heart of every man. "For,"saith 
he, " will any man spoil his Gods?" as if He 
should say : Can such a man be found, as will, 
or dares commit that sin, that all the nations of 
the world, even by the instinct of nature, account 
to be so horrible and impious? "to spoil bis 
Gods, what his own Gods?" Some were found, 
that now and then adventured to spoil the Gods 
of other nations, yet not without punishment, 
but few or none that I read of, (till these 
latter days,) that spoiled their own Gods, in 
apparent and overt manner, as the lawyers term 
it. I account it not overt and apparent, when 
we do as Ananias and Sapphira did, pinch and 
detract from God, somewhat of that we vowed 
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i give: nor, when we do as the children of 
Israel here did, withhold that which we ought 
>ay out of our own goods, yet both these 
e heinous sinners, and dreadfully punished; 
but I call it overt and apparent, when we throw 
ourselves into a more dangerous sin, by 
invading openly the devotions of other n 
and taking that from God and from His Church, 
sAthalia did, which we never gave unto it, 
en the lands and livings thereof, yea, the 
Churches themselves. 



. Doubtless we have much to fear in this 
point: for as it is a transcendant sin, so David 
labouring to match it with a transcendant 
punishment, bestoweth a whole Psalm, viz. 
eighty -third 11 , in inveighing |::i 
these kind of sinners, such expressly 
" would take to themselves the Houses 







f 






I God in possession:" for that only is the very 
centre of the Psalm, and therein do all the 
lines and projections of the Prophet's invectives 
concur. First, he inaketli a flat opposition 
between God and them, and therefore calleth 
them lus enemies. Then he describeth the 
nature of these kind of enemies, namely, that 
they are murmuring enemies, as grudging and 
envying at the prosperity of the Church: 
malicious enemies, as hating or hurting the 
service of God : proud enemies, as " lifting up 
their heads against God ':" crafty enemies, as 
imagining how to beguile the Church; con- 
spiring enemies, as taking counsel together 
against God's " secret ones," as the Prophet 
calleth them ; that is, God's servants and 
Ministers k ; and lastly, confederate enemies, as 
combining themselves one by example of 
another, to persevere in their course of 
wronging and violating the Church 1 . Yet for 
all this, those against whom the Prophet 
thus inveigheth, did not that they desired. 
They discovered their malicious purpose by 
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word of mouth, saying, " Let us take to our- 
selves the Houses of God in possession." But 
they only said it, they did it not. Their will 
was good, hut their power failed. Our will 
and power have both prevailed, for we have got 
the " Houses of God into our possession :" His 
Churches, His lands, His offerings, His holy 
rights : we have gotten them, and lead them 
away captive, hound in chains of iron ; that is, 
so conveyed and assured unto us, by deed, by 
fine, by Act of Parliament, as if they never 
should return again unto the Church. But 
hear what David saith to those of his time. 
Mark how he prayeth for thein. Mark what 
strange andoxfjuisile punishments he designeth 
to them, and that in as many several sorts as 
there are several brandies in this kind of sin. 

First, he prayeth, that God would deal with 
them as he did with the Midianites m . That 
is, that as Gideon by trumpets, and lamps, 
struck such a terror in the night-time into the 
hearts of the Midianites, that the whole army 
fell into confusion, drew their swords one upon 
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another, were discomfited, and 120 thousand 
of them slain. So that God by His trumpets, 
the preachers of His word; by His lamps, which 
is the light of the Gospel ; would confound in 
like manner the enemies and spoilers of His 
Church, that sleep in the Sight of their sin ; 
and that he would make them like " Oreh 
and Zeb, like Zcba and Salnuma":" all which 
were strangely overthrown, died violent deaths, 
and being glorious Princes of their nations, 
became like the filthy and loathsome " dung of 
the earth ." 

But doth the Prophet stay here ? No, he 
goeth on with them : " O my Clod," saith he, 
" make them like a wheel &," that is, wavering 
and unstable in their actions, so as they may 
never bring their purposes to an end. Yea, 
make them abject and contemptible, " like the 
chaff that the wind scattereth from the face of 
the earth 1," Well is he now satisfied? No. All 
this doth but whet his spirits to sharper impre- 
cations. He now desireth that the very flood- 



DAVID S ZEAL FOR THI HOUSE OP GOD. 129 

gates of God's wrath may be broken open upon 
them, and that the tempest of His indignation 
may rage at full against them : now he crieth 
out to God to consume them without mercy, 
yea, and that in two terrible manners. One 
naturally, " as the fire burnetii up the wood," 
the other miraculously, " as the flame con- 
sumeth the mountains':" "persecute them even 
so," (saith he) " with Thy tempest, and make 
them afraid with Thy storm. Make their faces 
ashamed, O Lord, that they may seek Thy 
Name. Let them be confounded and vexed 
ever more and more, let them he put to shame 
and perish 8 ." How should the wit of man 
discover and prosecute a sin in more vehement 
and horrible manner? or, what shall make us 
to abstain from such haughty sins, if all this 
prevail not? Well, if to take the houses of God 
into possession be thus, take them that will 
forme! 





J 
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You see how David in this his sacred fury, 
was admirably carried against this sin. Well 
therefore might lie say, "The zeal of Thy 
House hath eaten me up 1 ." Yet, he spake it 
not of himself alone, but in the person also of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ ; Who in prosecution 
of David's zeal, did that in this case, that He 
never (lid at any time else in all His life. In 
all other cases He shewed Himself like the 
Paschal Lamb, that every body did eat, and 
devour at pleasure; and like the sheep that 
was dumb before tlie shearer, even when His 
very life was taken from Him. But when He 
saw the golden fleece to be taken from the 
House of God, that is, when He saw the 
Church His beloved Spouse, deprived and 
spoiled of the honour, reverence, duty, and 
ornament, that belonged to her; then, as David 
did, He grew into a sacred fury ; He leaveth 





I the mildness of the Paschal Lamb, and laketh 
upon Him the fierceness of the lion of Judah. 
Then He beginneth to bestir Him, and to lay 
about Him: He whippeth out them that pro- 
faned it, driveth out their sheep, and their 
oxen, though they were for the sacrifice, 
and overthroweth the tables of the money- 
changers": He would by no means endure 
such trumpery to be in His Father's House, 
nor His Father's House to he made an house 
of merchandise; but, much less then, that 
merchandise should be made of His Father's 
House itself. O fearful and most inhuman 
sin! korreaco referens. 

But ere I depart from this place of Scrip- 
ture, let me note one thing more of it, for the 
greater reverence of Churches: that although 
our Lord be here said, to have cast t 
things out of the Temple; yet iu truth, they 
were not in the Temple itself, but in 
outward court or yard thereof. For within 
the inward parts of the Temple, (namely, 
the first and second Tabernacles,) did 



I 



man enter, but the Levite Priests: and of 
them also, none into the second Tabernacle, 
but the High -priest 1 . Therefore, although 
r Saviour Christ were a Priest for over after 
the order of Melehisedee, yet because 
not a Priest of Levi, but of the tribe of Judah, 
if which tribe " Moses spake nothing touch- 
ing the Priesthood*," I take it, that He 
rer 'came within these parts of the Temple, 
r where the sacrifice was, but frequented 
only Atrium popiUi a , the outward Court from 
the Temple. For into this only the b people 
resorted, to worship, pray, and hear the word 
of God expounded, not pressing farther 
towards the Temple ; and in the midst 
whereof the brazen stage" which Solomoi 
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prayed upon was erected. Yet this very place, 
this court or outward yard, would not our 
Saviour permit to be profaned, neither with 
market matters, nor with carrying go much 
as a hurden or vessel through it d ; for though 
it were not so Levitically holy as the Temple, 
yet it was dedicated to God with the Temple, 
and taken often in the New Testament for the 
Temple; as in the places before alleged, and 
Acts iii, 2, 3. By which reason, the very 
Church-yards themselves being dedicated with 
the Churches, and the principal soil thereof 11 , 
as an old statute vitnesselii, seem also to have 
in them a certain kind of simplification, and 
are not therefore to be abused to secular and 
base employments ; as not only the ancient 
Fathers, by the Canons of the Church, but the 
present laws of the land have well provided for 

10. But some will say, that the sanctifica- 
tion of the Temple was Levitical, and there- 
fore abolished, and not to be applied to our 
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places belonging to than, were indeed par- 
ticularly appropriate to the Law. For they 
were Ceremonial, Mystical, Secret, Levitical, 
Judaical, and Temporal. Ceremonial, as cele- 
brated with much worldly pomp. Mystical, 
as figurating Borne spiritual things. Secret, as 
either performed behind the veil or curtain, or 
else sequestered and remote from the people. 
Levitical, as committed only to the administra- 
tion of that tribe. Judaical, as ordained only 
for the salvation of that. people. And Tem- 
poral, as instituted only for a season, and not 
to continue. But the sanctifi cation of the 
third function, and of the place thereto 
appointed, was directly contrary in all the 
points alleged to the former two. First, as I 
said before, it was for simple worship, prayer, 
and doctrine, which were there to be performed 
and delivered in all sincerity, without any cere- 
mony or ceremonial implement used therein. 
Secondly, there was no matter of mystery 
therein to be seen ; but whatsoever was 
mystical in the Law, or the Prophets, was 
there expounded. Thirdly, nothing there ■««* 
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hidden or secret from the people, but acted 
wholly without the veil, and publicly For 
every man. Fourthly, it was not appropriate 
to the Levitea, but common alike to all 
the tribes. Fifthly, not ordained for the Jews 
particularly, but for all nations in general. 
And lastly, not to endure for a time, as those 
other two of the Law, but to continue for ever : 
even after the Gentiles were called, as well as the 
Jews : that is, during the time of the Gospel, 
as well as the Law. Therefore saith God, by 
Esaias the Prophet 1 , " My House shall be 
called an House of Prayer to all nations." 
He said not, " an House of Sacrifice to all 
nations:" for the Sacrifice ended before the 
calling of the Gentiles, and so they could have 
no part thereof. Nor an House of Prayer for 
the Jews only, for then had the Gentiles when 
they were called been likewise excluded ; but 
an " House of Prayer to all nations," that is, 
Jews and Gentiles indifferently, which there- 
fore must have relation to the times of the 
Gospel: and consequently, the s an ctifi cation 
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of that House, and of that function, is also 
a sanctification of the Churches of the Gospel. 
We read not therefore, that Christ reformed 
any thing in the other two functions of the 
Temple, for they were now as at an end. But 
because this third function was for ever to 
continue to His Church, therefore He purgeth 
it of that that profaned it ; restoreth it as He 
did marriage to the original sanctity; and that 
the future world, which was the time of the 
Gospel, might better observe it, than the pre- 
cedent and the time of the Law had done, He 
reporteth and confiimeth the decree, whereby 
it was sanctified: " It is written" saith He, as 
producing the record and "words of the founda- 
tion, " My House shall be called an House of 
Prayer to all people." He saith " My House," 
as excluding all other, from having any property 
therein; for God will be joint-tenant with no 
man. And it shall be, " an House of Prayer 
for all people:" that is, public for ever, not 
private, nor appropriate to any : not a " den of 
thieves:" that is, no plac« of merchandise, or 
secular business, as St. Hierome ex^wu&s&i 
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it. It must not be an impropriation; no man 
can, or may hold it in that kind. 

The time also when our Saviour pronounced 
these words, is much to the purpose, as it 
seeineth to me. For it was after lie had turned 
out the oxen and doves, that is, the things for 
Sacrifice. As though he thereby taught us, 
that when the sacrifical function of the Temple 
was ended, yet the s an ctifi cation thereof, to be 
an House of Prayer, for ever remained. 



11. This doctrine of our Saviour, is con- 
tinued unto us by St. Paul, who seeing the 
Corinthians to profane the Church with eating 
and drinking in it : though much good might 
follow thereby, being orderly done, as the 
increasing of amity, and the relief of the poor; 
yet because it was against the reverence of the 
place, he not only reprovcth them for it, 
demanding if they had not houses to eat and 
drink in at home, but scaring them also, by 
shewing the danger they were fallen into, he 
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speaketh to them as with admiration, " Despise 
ye the Church of God k ?" As if he should say, 
Is your religion now come unto that? or, Is 
that your religion, " to despise the place that 
God hath sanctified unto Himself?" by making 
it, aa St. Hierome saith 1 , Triclinium epular 
a ban queuing house? GodwonderedatMalachi, 
that any should "spoil their gods:" and the 
Holy Ghost here wondereth, that any should 
"despise the material Church :" for so Saint 
Hierome expoundeth it. Thus both of them 
wonder at one and the same thing, that any 
man should be so irreligious, as to profane 
due unto God, and that that is I 



12. So precise therefore were the ancient 
Fathers in this point, that that meek saint 
God, St. Augustine, would by no mea 
endure that any should use any clamourB 
dancing within the verge of the Church. Yea, 
he termeth them, " miserable and wretched 
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menthatdidit" 1 :" and denounceth against them, 
that " if such came Christians to the Church, 
they went Pagans home." But when the Church 
itself came to he abused, O, how St. Ambrose 
tiiketh it, even against the Emperor himself, 
great Valentinian, that required it for an Aran! 
" O," saith he, " let him ask that is mine, my 
lands, my goods, and whatsoever I possess, I 
will not deny them ; yet are they not mine, hut 
belong to the poor!" Vcrum ea quce Divina 
sunt", fyc, saith he, "but those things that are 
God's, are not subject to the authority of the 
Emperor. If my lands, I say, be desired, enter 
them in God's Name ; if my body, I will carry 
it him ; if he will have me to prison, yea unto 
death, it pleaseth me well, I will not defend 
myself with multitude of people, neither will I 
fly to the Altar, desiring my life, but with all 
my heart will die for the Altars." And after, 
in speaking of the impious soldiers": " O that 
God," saith he, " would turn their hands from 




violating tlio Church, and then let them turn 
all their weapons upon mc, and take their fill 
of my blood!" And many such excellent 
speeches he hath for the sanctity of the 
Church, and of the reverence due unto it, in 
his oration, De Basilicis tradendit. 

My purpose is to be short; I will not there- 
fore now enter any further into the authorities 
of the Fathers, or meddle with the Councils 
and ancient Canons of the Church, which 
abound bo in this kind of zeal, and have 
established it against the Eustathians, Messa- 
lians, and FratricelliP heretics, and all other 
the enemies thereof with so many examples, 
admonitions, exhortations, precepts, threat- 
enings, curses, and excommunications, as it 
requireth a book alone to repeat them. 



13. It seemeth a small thing to dance ii 
the Church-yard, or to eat and drink in th 
Church. But " sanctification," saith Hierome' 
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speaking on this matter, " consisteth also even 
in the small things." Therefore Erck'siasticus* 
adviseth us, " that we give not the water 
passage, no not in a little." For he that 
openeth the waters hut a little, knoweth not 
how great a breach they will make at length. I 
So it is to make an entrance intos 
break the reverence of holy things in trifles. 

Therefore God punisheth severely the petty ! 
offenders in this kind : not Corah only, and 
company, that invaded the high function 
I of the Priesthood, but even him that gathered , 
the sticks on the Sabbath day*. And poor ( 
Uzzah himself, whom David 
lamented, that, as it were, did but stay the Ark 
from shaking 1 , and yet died for it, because his 
hand was not sanctified lo that purpose 



14. I conclude this point with the saying 
of Solomon", and let all men consider itr 
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ian to devour that which is 
sanctified, and after the vows to enquire." A 
snare hath three properties. First, to catch 
suddenly. Secondly, to hold surely. Thirdly, 
to destroy certainly. So was Uzzah taken 
ere he was aware : he did but touch the Ark, 
and presently he was caught. King Uzziah 
did but meddle with the incense, and presently 
the " leprosy was on his face 1 :" Jeroboam did 
but stretch out his hand against the Prophet, 
and presently it withered''. And as a man 
falleth suddenly into it, so is it hard to get 
out. Uzzah died in it presently. Uzziah 
languished in it all his life, and then died in 
it also. Corah, Dathan, and Abirani, were no 
sooner caught in this snare, but it held them 
so surely, as when all Israel else fled and 
escaped, they, and their companions, most 
miserable men, were detained in it to their 
notorious destruction. 

I might here take just occasion to remember 
what bath happened to many in this kingdom, 
that became unfortunate after they had 

• 3 Chion. xxvi. IS. I 1 Kings iUL 1. 

o- 



meddled with Churches and Church-Livings. 
But I will run into no particulars: let those 
men, and those families, which are unfortunate, 
as wo term them, consider, whether themselves, 
their fathers, or some of their ancestors, have 
not been fettered in this snare. 

And let the Proprietaries of Parsonages also 
well consider these things. For if Uzzah died 
that did but touch the Ark to save it ; what shall 
become of them that stretch out their hands 
against Churches to destroy them 1 If the 
stick gatherer was stoned for so small a profa- 
nation of the Sabbath ; what shall they look 
for, that by destroying the Churches, destroy 
also the Sabbath itself, (in a manner,) as 
taking away the place appointed to the public 
sane titi cation thereof. And if Corah, Dathan, 
and Abiram, offended so heinously, in 
meddling with the things of the Levitical 
Priesthood, though they employed them to the 
service of God : what have they to fear, that 
usurp the things of the Gospel and pervert 
them wholly to their own use, from the service 
of God? Yea, that pollute His Churches and 
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Houses of Prayer to servile anil base offices: 
leaving the parishioners uncertainly provided 
of Divine Service, to the destruction both of 
the Priesthood itself, and of the word of God ii 
general. 



15. But they will comfort themselves with 
tliis ; that (hough the Churches be sanctified 
to some purpose, yet the sanctity thereof 
differeth from Levitical sanctification : and 
that God doth not now kill any from Heaven, 
for profaning the things of the Gospel, as He 
did then for profaning the things of the Law. 
I answer : The sanctity indeed of the one 
differeth from the sanctity of the other. For 
the Levitical things were sanctified by the 
hand of man, to be a matter of ceremony, but 
the Churches of the Gospel are sanctified by 
our Saviour Himself, to be Houses of Prayer. 
Not that prayer is to be used only in these 
places, but that these places are only to be 
used for prayer. And we must not presume 
that God slcepetli because He punisheth. tv«( 
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now, as He did of old, the contemners of His 
worship. For as the Law consisted in visible, 
and temporal things, so the punishments 
therein, were for the most part visible and 
temporal; but the Gospel concerneth things 
invisible and eternal, and therefore the punish- 
ments assigned therein, are for the most part 
invisible and eternal. 

ANOTHER SURMISE ANSWERED. 

16. They have also another comfort, and 
that is, that though these things were once 
spiritual, now they are made temporal by the 
laws of Dissolution ; and especially by the 
Statute of 32 Hen. VIII. cap. 7. It is true, 
that those Statutes apply divers law-terms 
unto these things that properly belong to 
temporal inheritances ; and that the Statute of 
32 Hen. VIII. hath made them demandable 
by original writs, and hath given certain 
real actions, and other courses for recovering 
and conveying of them in temporal courts : 
because laymen could not in former times 
J have sued for things of this nature in any 

o o 
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court of the kingdom. But tliis proveth not 
the things themselves to be therefore DiulM0 noa 
temporal, no more than that an "" ero - 
Englishman is a Frenchman because he 
saileth in a French bottom. For upon the 
same reason the Statute givcth also other 
actions, for recovering of Tithes and Offerings 
withholden, &c. in the courts spiritual: they 
then, that out of the one part of the Statute 
will have them temporal, iire by the other part 
enforced to confess them still spiritual, and so 
to make them like a Centaur, prolan biformem. 
It were very hard (in my understanding) to 
ground a point of so great consequence upon 
subtlety of words, and ambiguous implications, 
withotitany expressletrer of law to that purpose, 
especially, to make the Houses and Offerings 
of Ood temporal inheritances. But I see it is 
a law question in my Lord Dier' whether 
Tithes be made Lay or Temporal, by any word 
in those Statutes. And therefore I must leave 
this point to my masters of the Law, who have 
the key of this knowledge only in their own 
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custody. Yet I think I may be so bold, as to 
say thus much out of their own books a , that " a 
Statute directly against the law of God, is void." 
If then Tithes be things spiritual, and due de 
jure divino, as many great Clerks b , Doctors, 
Fathers, some Councils e , and that ever honour- 
able judge and oracle of Law, my Lord Coke 
himself, in the second part of his Reports d 
affirm them to be : I cannot see how human 
laws should make them temporal. Of the 
same nature therefore that originally they were 
of, of the same nature do I still hold them to 
continue : for manente subjecto, manet conse- 
crattOf manet dedicatio. Time, Place, and 
Persons, do not change them, as I take it ; in 
this case Nebuchodonozor e took the holy 

■ Doct. et Stud. cap. 6. 

b See August. Serm. 219. de Temp. Hostiens, and most 
Canonists. 

* Concil. Matisconense II. cap. 5. [Anno. 583. Quae divinitus 
sancita sunt.] Concil. Mogunt. cap. 38. [Apud. Burchard. III. 
131. decimas quas Deus ipse sihi dari constituit.] alias 10. &c. 

* Distnes sont choses spiriiuall and due, de jure Divino. Le Eves- 
que de Winch, case, fol. 45. 

* Nescio quo fato sit; ut eadem tern pons periodo (viz. an. 68.) 
post ereptas per Nebuc. et Hen. VIII. res templorum, stirps 
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vessels of the Temple, lie curried them to 
Babylon, he kept them there all his life, and at 
last left them to his son and grandchildren ; 
but all this while, the vessels still remained 
holy. Yea though they were come into the 
hands of those that were not tied to the cere- 
monies of the Law, and at length into the 
hands of them that had them by a lawful 
succession from their fathers and grandfathers; 
yet as soon as they began to abuse them to 
profane uses, that very night Belshazzar him- 
self died for it, the line of Nebuchodonozor 
(that took them from the Temple) was 
extinct, and the kingdom translated to another 



17. Happily also, Lay Appro prietaries 
comfort themselves that they may hold these 
things by example of Colleges, Deans, and 
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Chapters, Bishops of the land, and of divers 
of our late Kings and Princes. Before I 
speak to this point, I take it by protestation, 
that I have no heart to make an apology for 
it. For I wish that every man might drink 
the water of his own well, eat the milk of his 
own flock, and live by the fruit of his own 
vineyard. I mean, that every member might 
attract no other nutriment, but that which is 
proper to itself. Yet are they greatly 
deceived, that draw any juice of encourage- 
ment from these examples. For all these are 
either the seminaries of the Church, or the 
husbandmen of the Church, or the Fathers 
and nurses of the Church: all de familia 
Ecclesice; and consequently, belonging to the 
care of the Church, and ought therefore to be 
sustained by it: for St. Paul saith, "he that 
provideth not for his own, and namely, for 
them of his household, he denieth the faith and 
is worse than an infidel *." h Therefore before 

« 1 Tim. v. 8. 

h All Church revenues were at first paid to Bishops, and by 

them distributed to the Priests, poor, &c. after the Bishops were 

/ to have a fourth part of all Tithes. Per Concil. Aurelian. Mogunt. 

? _ q> 
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the statutes of suppression of Abbeys, those 
that were not merely ecclesiastical persons, 
yet if they were mixed, or had ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction, they might by the laws of the 
land, participate ecclesiastical Livings, and 
Tithes" particularly. And this seemeth to 
take some ground out of the word of God. 
For the provincial Levites, as I may term 
them, whom 'David severed from the Temple, 

ConsO. Tribtiricwsc [Anno. B9i. cut. 13. Hard. Quituoi fieri 
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and placed abroad in the country to be rulers 
of the people, " in matters pertaining to God, 
and the King's business," that is spiritually and 
temporally, had their portions of Tithes not- 
withstanding, as well as the other Levites 
that ministered in the Temple. Now, that 
the King is 1 persona mixta, endowed as well 
with ecclesiastical authority as with temporal, 
is not only a solid position of the common law 
of the land, but confirmed unto us by the 
continual practice of our ancient kings, ever 
since and before the conquest, even in the 
hottest times of Popish fervency. For this 
cause at their coronations, they are not only 
crowned with the diadem of the Kingdom, and 
girt with a sword of justice, to signify their 
temporal authority, but are anointed also with 
the m oil of Priesthood, and clothed Stola 
Sacerdotali, and veste Dalmatica n , to demon- 

1 See Plowd. in Quar. Imp. Gren. et L. Coke de Jure Regis 
Eccl. part 5. 

m Reges sacro oleo uncti, stint spirituals jurisdictionis capaces 
33 Edw. III. tit. Aide de Roy 103. Ex. Dom. Coke, Report, part 5. 
■ Dalmatica est vestis qua modo utuntur, omnes diaconi ex 
I con8uetudine in solennitatibus : ut 70. distin. de jejuoio. And- 
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strata this their ecclesiastical jurisdiction, 
whereby the King ia said in the law to be 
Supremus Ordinarius, and in regard thereof, 
amongst other ecclesiastical rights, and prero- 
gatives belonging unto him, is to have all the 
Tithes" through the Kingdom, in places that 
are out of any parish, for some such there be, 
and namely, divers forestsP. But for all this, 
O that his Majesty would be pleased to 
remember Sion in this point! 



18. "J I grow too tedious, yet before I close 
up this discourse, let me say one thing more 
tothe Appropriotariesnf C.'liurehes, that happily 
they hitherto have not dreamed of. And that 
that by having these Parsonages they are 
charged with cure of souls; and make them- 
selves subject to the burden that lieth so 



lege id Fulluncntum. 
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heavily upon the head of every Minister: to 
see the service of God performed, the people 
instructed, and the poor relieved. For to 
these three ends, and the maintenance of 
Ministers, were Parsonages instituted, as not 
only the Canons of the Church, but the books 
of the Law, and particularly the statutes of 
15 R. II. cap. 6. and 4 Hen. IV. cap. 12. 
do manifestly testify. And no man may have 
them but to these purposes, neither were they 
otherwise in the hands of Monastical persons, 
nor otherwise given to the King by the statute 
of dissolution, than " in as large and ample 
manner as the governors of those religious 
houses had them 1 ," nor by him conveyed 
otherwise to the subjects. For Nemo potest 
plus juris in alium transferrer quam ipse habet* : 
"no man may grant a greater right unto another, 
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* See the extent of these words in L. Coke, part 2. fol. 49. And 
note also that Parsonages appropriate, are not mentioned in that 
Statute of 27 Hen. VIII. and the word Tithes, there seemeth to 
be meant of Tithes belonging to the bodies of the Monasteries ; 
not of Parsonage Tithes. Ideo quare how the King had them 
before the Statute of 31 Regni Sui. 
* Parson imperaone. 
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than he hath himself." And therefore go wher 
they will transeunt cum onere, they carry 
their charge with them. Upon these real 
Proprietaries are still said to be Parsons of their 
Churches: and upon the matter, are as 
Incumbents thereof, an d the Churches by 
reason of this their incumbency are full, and 
not void. For otherwise the ° Bishop might 
collate, or the King present a Clerk as to other 
Churches as it seemeth by the arguments of 
the Judges in the case between Grendon a 
the Bishop of Lincoln in Master Plowdei 
Comment, where is also shewed, that the 
Incumbency is a spiritual function", and ought 
not to be conferred upon any but spiritual 
persons, and such as they themselves do the 
Divine Service, and minister the Sacraments, 
Therefore Dier, J.. Chief Justice of the Common 







Pleas, there said that it was an horrible thing, 
when these Appropriations were made to 
Prioresses and houses of nuns; because that 
although they were religious persons, yet 
they could not minister the Sacraments and 
Divine Service. Implying by this speech of 
his, that it was much more horrible for laymen 
to hold them, that neither could do these holy 
rights, nor were so much as spiritual persons 
to give them colour for holding of spiritual 
things. Therefore he that enlarged the "terms 
of law first set forth by John Rastall also 
termefh it a wicked thing, complaining in his 
time that it continued so long, to the hindrance 
he saith " of learning, t bt- impoverishing of the 
Ministry, and to the infamy of the Gospel, and 
professors thereof." 

My Lord Coke also in the second part of his 
reports ?, saith, that it is recorded in history, 
that there were amongst others two grevious 
persecutions, the one under Dioclesian, the 
other under Julian, named the Apostate: for 
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s recorded, that the *one of them intending 
to have rooted out all the professors i 
preachers of the word of God, occidit on 
Presbt/teros. But this notwithstanding, religion 
flourished, for Sanguis Matyrum est «ei 
Ecclesice: " The hlood o-f the Martyrs is 
seed of the Church j" and this was a cruel ; 
grievous persecution, hut the persecution under 
the other 8 was more grievous and dangerous. 
Quia, as the history saith, ipse occidit presby- 
' llii destroyed the very order of Priest- 
hood." For he robbed the Church, and spoiled 
spiritual persons of their revenues, and took all 
things from them whereof they should live. 
And upon tliis, in short time, ensued great igno- 
e of true religion, and the service of God, 
and thereby great decay of Christian profession, 
or none will apply themselves or their sons, 
r any other that they have in charge, to the 
study of Divinity, when after long and painful 
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study, they shall have nothing whereupon to 
live. Thus far my Lord Coke. 

I allege these legal authorities, and leave 
Divinity , because the Approprietariesof Parson- 
ages, which shield themselves under the target 
of the law, may see the opinion of the great 
lawyers of our own time and religion, and what 
the books of the law have of this matter, to the 
end, that we should not hang our consciences 
upon so dangerous a pin, nor put too great 
confidence in the equity of laws, which we 
daily see are full of imperfection, often 
amended, often altered, and often repealed. 
O ! how lamentable then is the case of a poor 
Proprietary, that dying, thinketh of no other 
account, but of that touching his lay vocation, 
and then coming before the judgment-seat of 
Almighty God, must answer also for this 
spiritual function b . First why he meddled 
with it, not being called unto it; then, why 



h It is 6aid in my L. Dier. in the case of a common person, that 
the Service or a Cure is a spiritual administration, and cannot be 
leased, and that the service is not issuing out of the Parsonage 
but annexed unto the person. 36 Hen. VIII. fol. 58. b. pla. 8. 
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"meddling with it be did not the duty tliat 
belonged unto it, in seeing the Church care- 
fully served, the Ministers thereof sufficiently 
maintained, and the poor of the parish faith- 
fully relieved. This I say, is the use whereto 
Parsonages were given, and of this use we 
had notice before we purchased them: and 
therefore, not only by the laws of God and the 
Church, but by the law of the land, and the 
rules of the Chancery at this day observed in 
other cases, we ought to hold them to this use 
and no other. 



19. d It is not then a work of bounty and 
benevolence to restore those Appropriations to 
the Church, but of duty and necessity so to do; 
it is a work of duty to give that " unto God 

• Proprietories which haie Vjcim endo»ed, 
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that is God's e ." And it is a work of necessity 
towards the obtaining remission of these sins. 
For St. Austin saith f , non remittetur peccatum, 
nisi restituatur ablatum cum restitui potest : " the 
sin shall not be forgiven, without restoring of 
that which is taken away, if it may be restored." 
It is duty, justice, and necessity, to give 
them back unto God. For if Judas, who was 
the first precedent of this sin, were a thief, as 
the Holy Ghost * termeth him, for embezzling 
that which was committed unto him for the 
maintenance of Christ and His disciples, that is 
of the Church: by the same reason, must it 
also be thievery to withhold these things which 
were given for the maintenance of the Church 
and Ministers of Christ. And herein it is a 
degree above that sin of Judas, as robbery is 
above theft, for Judas only detained the 
money delivered unto him closely and secretly, 
but we and our fathers have invaded Church 
Livings, and taken them as it were by assault 
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• Matt. zxii. 21. 

' Ad Macedonium, Ep. 54. [153.] torn. ii. 

* John xii. 6. 
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even from the sacred body and person of the 
Church. 

It is a great sin to steal from our neighbour ; 
much greater (even sacrilege) to steal from 
God. If it were so heinous a fact in Ananias, 
to withhold part of his own goods, which lie 
pretended he would give unto God, how much 
more is it in us, presumptously to reave that 
from God that others have already dedicated 
and delivered unto Him! Solomon saith, "He 
that rohheth his father and his mother, and 
saith it is no sin, is the companion of [it 
murderer, or] him that destroyeth h ." But he 
that purloineth the things of God, robbcth his 
Father, and he that purloineth the things of 
the Church, rohheth his mother. And there- 
fore that man is a companion of the destroyer. 

The ' Fathers, Doctors, many great Councils, 
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and ancient Laws of the Church, command 
that things taken from the Church, should be 



regum edictis legitur statutum: Redintegranda sunt omnia 
exspoliatis vel ejectis episcopis, prsesentialiter ordinatione ponti- 
ficum, et in eorum unde abscesserunt potestatem funditus revo- 
canda ; quacunque conditione temporis, aut dolo, aut captivitate, 
aut virtute majorum, aut per quascunque injustas causas res 
ecclesiae, vel proprias, aut substantias suas perdidisse noscuntur 
ante accusationem, aut regular era ad synodum convocationem 
eorum, et reliqua. Est etiam in antiquis ecclesiae statutis decre- 
tum, ut qui aliena invadit non exeat impunitus, sed cum multi- 
plicatione omnia restituat. Unde et in evangelio scriptum est : 
" Quod si aliquid defraudavi, reddo quadruplum." Et in legibus 
sseculi cautum habetur; "Qui rem subripit alienam, illi cujus 
res direpta est, in undecuplum, quae sublata sunt restituat." Et 
in lege divina legitur "MALEDICTUS OMNIS QUI TRANS- 
FERS TERMINOS PROXIMI SUI : ET DICET OMNIS 
POPULUS," AMEN.] Concil. Valentinum. Anno 855. can. 10. 
Concil. Roman. 100. Episcoporum Anno 1063. Concil. Roman. V. 
Anno 1078. [Decimas, quas in usum pietatis concessas esse 
canonica auctoritas demonstrat, a laicis possideri Apostolica 
auctoritate prohibemus : sive enim ab episcopis, vel regibus, vel 
quibuslibet personis, eas acceperint, nisi ecclesiae reddiderint, 
sciant se sacrilegii crimen committere, et aeternae damnationis 
periculum incurrere.] Concil. Palentinum. Ann. 1388. Concil. 
Oxon. Generale. Aug. Anno 1222. [can. 29. De alienatione 
possessionum ecclesiasticarum. Ecclesiarum autem indemni- 
tatibus consulere cupientes, praesentis concilii auctoritate duxi- 
mus statuendum, ut nullus abbas, nullus prior, nullus [omnino] 
decanus, vel archidiaconus, vel alium habens person atum vel 
dignitatem, 3ed nee cleiicus miefvot ^os&fcawmes vel reditu* 
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restored. And the Church fay her "Preachers 
and Ministers continually entreateth, urgeth, 
requireth all men to do it. They there- 
fore that do it not, they refuse to hear the 
Church: and then our Saviour Christ, by His 
mouth, denouneetli them 'to be as 
Heathens and Publicans, that is, excommuni- 
cate and profane persons. " If he refuseth 
(saith our Saviour) to hear the Church also, let 






eriorem Bpoliutur ; nisi quoil alienavurit Infra Tenijiua breve a 
Bupi'ttore ajlii pnefimiin, sine dEtmiip pcclvsicr >ni* ■■nuipriiiu-, 



lo give God that -hlcb. Is 
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him be unto thee as a Heathen man, and a 
Publican™." 

It is a fearful thing not to hear the n Church, 
but much more, not to hear Christ Himself: 
Christ hath given us a perpetual Law and 
Commandment, touching things belonging to 
God, " That we should give them to God." 
If we break this Law, we break a greater Law 
than that of the Medes and the Persians : and 
therefore mark what the Holy Ghost concludeth 
upon us ; " Every person that shall not hear 
this Prophet (Christ Jesus) shall be destroyed 
out of the people p." 

THE CONCLUSION. 

20. To conclude then, as the Philistines 
made haste to send home the Ark of God 9, 
and the Egyptians to rid themselves of the 
'people of God ; so let us ply ourselves to render 



» Matt, xviii. 17. 

■ We think the Church doth not command it, till we make a 
Parliament law for it, but the law is made already by Christ 
Himself. 

• Dan. vi. Iff. p Acts iii. 23. 

« I Sam. v. 1 1. « Ixad. *iL 33. 
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unto God His lands and possessions with all 
speed. Otherwise, as He struck the Philistines 
with emerods secretly, and the Egyptians 
with manifold scourges openly ; so only Himself 
knoweth what lie determineth against us. 

And thus I end, with the saying of the 
hlessed St, Cyprian 5 , Nee tenerijam, nee amari 
Patrimonium debet, quo quis el deceptus et 
viclus est. "We must now neither hold that 
Patrimony, or Living ; (no) nor so much as 
take pleasure therein, whereby a man is 
entrapped and brought to destruction." And 
with that other of the noble St. Augustine 1 ; 
" With what face canst thou, expect an inherit- 
ance from Christ in Heaven, that defraudest 
Christ in thy inheritance here on earth ? There- 
fore, "Give unto Caesar the things that are 
Caesar's, and unto God the things that are 
God's"." 

' Cypr. Ser. 5. de Lips, in fine. 




AN EPILOGUE. 

Pardon me, good reader, though I have 
neither satisfied thee nor myself, in this little 
discourse. It is hard to bring a great vessel 
into a small creek, an argument of many heads 
and branches, of much weight, variety, and 
difficulty, into a few pages. It may be thou 
think est the volume big enough for the success 
that books of this nature are like lo have. I 
reject not thy judgment, yet would I not have 
others thereby discouraged from pursuing this 
cause: for though " Peter fished all night and 
got nothing 1 ," yet he made a great draught un- 
looked for in the morning. He that directed 
that net, give a blessing to all our labours. 
For my own part (if I catch, but one fish) I 

' Lute, s, G. 



shall think mine weLl bestowed. 

it shall content me, and I thank God for it, 

that He hath girded me with so much strength 

as to strike one stroke (though a weak one) 

in His battle, and to cast one stone (though a 

small one) against the adversaries of His 

Church. 

Some will say, I have used too much salt 
and vinegar in this discourse, and that I have 
bent the great artillery of God's judgments 
and threatenings upon a piece of too light 
importance. I would the consciences of men 
were such as oil and butter might supple them. 
But I see they are for the most part overgrown 
with so hard a carnosity, as it require th strong 
and potent corrosives to make an entrance into 
them. A Preacher may shake them now and 
then with a Sermon, as >"Paul did Felix, but 
when the thunder and lightning are ceased, 
they are (like Pharaoh) still where they were. 
Yea some have coitscieniias cauteriatas, as the 
'Apostle term eth thern, "consciences seared with 
i hot iron :" so stupified, that dead Lazarus 



may be raised, before they can be moved. 
"But God knoweth the heart of man, and 
hringeth water out of the hard rock ; " there- 
fore though I have spoken this (as being 
jealous of the cause) yet in charity I will hope 
better even of the hardest of them. Only let 
no man think it a light sin, to keep open the 
passage, whereby the wild hoar* (of barbarism) 
enters the Lord's vineyard, and whereby God 
ia deprived of the honour -due to His Name. 

Now at the parting, it may be thou desirest 
to know what success this my labour had with 
the gentleman to whom I sent it. In truth, 
neither that I desired, nor that which I 
promised unto myself. For (so it pleased God) 
that even the very day* the messenger brought 
it into Norfolk, the party died. Otherwise I 
well hoped, not to have shot this arrow in vain. 
But because it then missed the mark at which 
it was sent, (and many thought not fit to loose 
it,) I have now let it fly at random with some 
notes and alterations, as the difference between 
private and public things requireth : but still 
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desiring that I might farther have shewed my 
mind in many passages hereof, (and particularly 
touching Tithes in quoto, and such Parsonages 
as have Vicarages well endowed) which without 
making it almost a new work, I could not do : 
and therefore resting upon thy courteous 
interpretation, I leave it to thee (for this time) 
as it is. 




o 




SERMON OF ST. AUGUSTINE'S 

TOUCHING RENDERING OF TITHES. 

He occasion of this Sermon op Homily was ministered 
unto him by the time of the year, it being the twelfth 
Sunday after Trinity, that is about the beginning of 
harvest. The Scripture that he fitteth unto it is the 
eighteenth of Luke, where the Pharisee boasteth of 
bis precise justice in payment of Tithes. It is 219 
Sermon de Tempore, extant in the tenth tome of his 
world, and there entitled, 

De Reddendis Decunia. 



B* the mercy of Christ (most beloved 
brethren) the days are now at hand, wherein 
we are to reap the fruits of the earth : and 
therefore giving thanks to God that bestoweth 
thorn, let us be mindful to offct^iyt taSk^x \p 
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render back unto Him tbe Tithes thereof 1 . For 
God that vouehsafeth to give us the whole, 
vouchsafed] also Co require back again the 
tenth, not for His own, but for our benefit 
doubtless. For so hath He promised by His 
Prophet, saying, " Bring all the Tithe into My 
barn, that there may be meat in My house, and 
try Me, saith the Lord, in this point, if I open 
not the windows of Heaven unto you, and give 
you fruit without measure ." Lo, we hav 
proved how Tithes are more profitable unto n 
than to God. "O foolish men!" What hurt 
doth God command, that Ho should not deserve 
to be heard? for He saith thus: "The first-fruits 
of thy threshing-floor, and of thy wine-press 
thou shalt not delay to offer unto Me d ." If it 
be a sin to delay the giving, how much v 
is it not to give at all e f And again He saith, 
" Honour the Lord thy God with thy just 
labours, and offer unto Him of the fruits of thy 



" Dew. II. 16. qua* 




righteousness, that thy bams may be filled with 
wheat, and thy presses abound with wine f ." 
Thou dost not this for God's ha' mercy, 
that by and by shalt receive it again with 
manifold increase. Perhaps thou wilt ask, 
Who shall have profit by that which God 
receive th, to give presently back again? And 
also thou wilt ask, Who shall have profit by 
that which is given to the poor ? If thou 
bclievest, thyself shall have profit by it; but 
if thou doubte.st, then thou hast lost it. 

Tithes (dear brethren) are a tribute due 
unto the needy souls. Give therefore this 
tribute unto the poor, offer this sacrifice unto 
the Priests. If thou hast no Tithes of earthly 
fruits, yet whatsoever the husbandman hath, 
whatsoever art sustained! thee, it is God's, 
and He requires Tithe out of whatsoever 
thou livest by; whether it be warfare, or 
traffic, or any other trade, give Him the Tithe. 
Some things we must pay for the ground we 
live on, and something for the use of our life 
itself. Yield it therefore unto Him (O man) 



o -o 

174 A SERMON OF ST. AUGUSTINE'S 

in regard of that which thou possessest ; yield 
it, I say, unto Him, because He hath given 
thee thy birth : for thus saith the Lord, 
" Every man shall give the redemption of his 
souls," and there shall not be amongst them any 
diseases or mishaps. Behold, thou hast in 
the Holy Scripture the cautions of the Lord 
upon which He hath promised thee, that if 
thou give Him thy Tithe, thou shalt not only 
receive abundance of fruits, but health also of 
body. " Thy barns (saith He) shall be filled with 
wheat, and thy presses shall abound with 
wine h ," and there shall be in them neither dis- 
eases nor mishaps. Seeing then, by pay- 
ment of Tithes, thou mayest gain to thyself 
both earthly and Heavenly rewards, why doest 
thou defraud thyself of both these blessings 
together? Hear therefore, (O thou zealous 
mortality,) Hhou knowest that all things that 
thou usest are the Lord's, and canst thou find 
in thy heart, to lend Him (that made all things) 
nothing back of His own? The Lord God 

t Exod. xxx. 12. »• Prov. iii. 8 — 10. 

/ ' 16 Quaes t. 1. decimae. 
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needeth not any tiling, neither domandeth He 
a reward of thee, but honour ; He urgeth thee 
not to render any thing that 19 thine, and not 
His. It please th Him to require the first-ftuita, 
and the Tithes of thy goods, and canst thou 
deny them, O covetous wretch l What 
wouldest thou do, if He took all the nine 
parts to Himself, and left thee the tenth 
only? And this in truth He doth, when by 
withholding His blessing of rain, the drought 
maketh thy thirsty harvest to wither away: 
and when thy fruit, and thy vineyard ;ire 
stricken with hail, or blasted with frost, where 
now is the plenty that thou so covetously didst 
reckon upon ? The nine parts are taken from 
thec, because thou wouldest not give Him the 
I tenth. That remains only that thou refusest 
1 give, though the Lord required it. For 
us is a most just course, that the Lord 
holdeth, '" If thou wilt not give Him the tenth, 1 

will turn thee to the tenth k ." For i 
written, sailh the Lord, "Insomuch as 
Tithe of your ground, the first-fruits of your 
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land are with you : I have seen it, but you 
thought to deceive Me : havoc and spoil shall 
be in your treasury, and in your houses." 
Thus thou shall give that to the unmerciful 
soldier which thou wouldest not give to the 
Priest. 

The Lord Alini^lily iilso saith, "Turn unto 
Me, that I may open unto you the windows 
of Heaven, and that I may pour down My 
blessing upon you ; and I will not destroy 
the fruit of your land, neither shall the vines 
of your field, [or the trees of your orchards] 
wither away, [or be blasted] and all nations 
shall say, that you are a blessed people 1 ." 
God is always ready to give His blessings, 
but the perverseness of man always hindereth 
Him. For he would have God give him all 
things, and he will offer unto God nothing of 
that, whereof himself seemeth to be the owner. 
"What if God should say, The man that I 
made is Mine ; the ground that thou tillest is 

Aa. 895. and MfaH that in QgooL Mogunt. jri, c. B, An. &*7. 
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Mine ; the seed that thou sowest, is Mine ; 
the cattle that thou weariest in thy work, are 
Mine ; the showers, the rain, and the gentle 
winds, are Mine ; the heat of the sun is Mine: 
and since all the elements, whereby thou livest, 
arc Mine, thou that lendest only thy hand, 
deservest only the Tithe, or tenth part. Yet 
because Almighty God doth mercifully feed 
us, He bestoweth upon the labourer a most 
liberal reward for his pains, and reserving only 
the tenth part unto Himself, hath forgiven us 
all the rest. 

Ingrateful and perfidious deceiver, I speak 
to thee in the word of the Lord. Behold the 
year is now ended: give unto the Lord (that 
giveth the rain) His reward. Redeem thyself, 
O man, whilst thou livest. Redeem thou thy- 
self whilst thou mayest. Redeem thyself (I 
say) whilst thou hast wherewith in thy hands. 
Redeem tliysi.ll', lest if greedy death prevent 
thee, thou then lose both life and reward 
together. Thou bast no reason to commit 
this matter over to thy wife, who happily will 
have another husband. Neither hast thoi (<i V 
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woman) any reason to leave this to thy 
husband, for his mind is on another wife. 
is in vain to tie thy parents, or thy kinsfolk, 
to have care hereof: no man after thy death 
surely shall redeem thee, because In thy life 
thou wouldest not redeem thyself. Now ther 
cast the burden of covetousness from thy 
shoulders, despise that cruel lady, who press- 
ing 1 thee down with her intolerable yoke, 
suffereth thee not to receive the yoke of 
Christ. For as the yoke of covetousnesa 
pressetk men down unto hell, so the yoke 
of Christ raiseth men up unto Heaven. "For 
Tithes are required as a debt, and he that will 
not give them, invadeth another man's goods. 
And let him look to it, for how many men I 
soever die for hunger in the place wheri 
liveth, (not paying his Tithes,) of the t 
dering of so many men shall he appear guilt J 
before the tribunal-seat of the eternal JudgJ 
because he kept them back to his i 
that was committed to him by the Lord 1 
the poor. 



He therefore that either desireth to ga: 
reward, or to oh tain" a remission of his s 
let him pay his Tithe, and be careful to give 
almB to the poor out of the other nine parts ; 
but bo notwithstanding, that whatsoever re- 
maineth over and above moderate diet, and 
convenient apparel, be not bestowed i 
and carnal pleasure, but laid up in the treasury 
of Heaven, by way of alms to the poor, 
whatsoever God hath given unto us more than 
we have need of, He hatli not given it unto u 
particularly, but hath committed it over unto 
us to be distributed unto others : which if w 
dispose not accordingly, we spoil and rob ther 
thereof. Thus far St. Augustine. 

Erasmus in a general censure of these Ser- 
mons de Tempore, noteth many of them not to 
be St. Augustine's. So also doth Master 
Perkins, and divers other learned men, who 
having examined them all particularly, and 
with great advisement, rejecting those that 
appeared to be adulterate or suspected, admit 
this notwithstanding as undoubted. And al- 

• PronHteii. 
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though Bcllarmine seemeth to make a little 
question of it I', yet he concluded! it to be, 
without doubt, an excellent work ; and either 
St. Augustine's own, or some other ancient 
Father's. But he saith, that many things are 
cited out of it as out of Augustine in Dccret. 
(pars, ii.) 16. q. 1. And to clear the matter 
farther, I find that some parts hereof are 
alleged under the name of Augustine, in 
Concil. Triburiens, (which was in the year 
of our Lord 895.) cap. 13. And twenty years 
before that also, in Concil. Moguntin. i. tap. 8. 
So that antiquity itself, and divers Councils, 
accept it for Augustine's. 

I will not recite a great discourse to the 
effects of this Sermon amongst the works of 
Augustine in the Treatise, De Rectitudine 
Christianas Religionis ; because Erasmus 
judgcth that Treatise not to be Augustine's : 
yet seemeth it likewise to be some excellent 
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'a, and of great antiquity. But if thou 
wouldeat hear more what Augustine saith 
unto thee of thia matter, take this for a farewell ; 
Majorca nostri ideo copiis omnibus aimrulabant, 

Deo decimas dabant et Ccesari cen 

reddebant ; modo aulem quia disccssit devotio 

i, accessit indictio fisci. Noluimus partiri 

i Deo decimas, modo anient tolum iollitur. 

Hoc tollit Fiscus, quod non accipit Christnsl. 

i Ham. IS. ex. lib. 50. [Vid. Bclliiniiin. Inc. chat.] 
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I have been often solicited within these two 
years, both to reimprint this little Treatise, 
and also to publish a greater work much of 
same argument. Some especial rea; 
; made me unwilling to do either. Not 
that 1 do ant tihjpevm abjicere, aut can 
deserere ; but I find my arm too feeble for 
i great an attempt ; and in matters of such 
weight and consequence, a better opportunity 

o be expected, than is yet afforded, 
desire therefore not to be hastened herein, 
though lie that published my book in Scotland 
(out of his zeal to the cause) taketh that for 
) of his motives'. When I first did let it 

' Id his EpiiUe Dedicatory. 
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go forth, I did it only in covert manner, not 
thinking it worthy of the broad eye of the j 
world, nor holding it fit to have that which 






world, nor holding i 
was done in it corner, ' ' preached upon the house 
top," or that which passed privately between 
me and my friend, to fly (in this aort, at once) 
to both the poles of the Monarchy. Hereupon 
I hitherto by entreaty withheld it from a re- 
impression. But I being in the country, and 
it being now to me as filius emaneipahta, and 
out of my power, the printer hath taken ad- 
vantage of his liberty, and in my absence 
printed it again with the former infirmities. 

I wish, since it must needs be thus, that I 
had overrun it with a new hand, as well to 
explain it in some things, as to help and fortify 
it in other. For the argument hath many 
adversaries, not of the laity only, but amongst 
the Churchmen themselves. All are not 
pleased with this form of maintenance 3 , others 
are not satisfied how it is due. Some also 
conceive Scriptures in this manner, some in 
that : and where one is best pleased, there 
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another findeth most exception. Thus he that 
cometh upon the stage, is the object and suhject 
of every man's opinion. Yet must I herein 
confess myself beholding unto many: for I 
understand that this small essay hath given 
them good liking. 

To satisfy all I labour not ; but to the 
worthier sort I would perform what I could. 
Being therefore informed (about a year almost 
since) that some particular Divines of learning 
and judgment, (conceiving well of my hook) 
supposed that T had departed from the ancient 
and modem interpreters, in applying the 
twelfth verse of the eighty-third Psalm only to 
the sanctified things of the Jews, which (they 
said) was spoken of all their houses and cities 
in general ; I did then unto them (as I 
thought it fit) redder? ratioitem nl fidei etfacti. 
And in like manner (because the book gocth 
forth again upon a new adventure, and may 
encounter with the like objections,) I held it 
now as necessary to add something unto it in 
that point being so material. Tet must I 
signify unto you, that they which temt "Asai. 
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exception accounted both my argument i 
whole discourse the stronger \ notwithstanding} 
ex consequents : as namely, that if it were 
heinous a sin to invade the temporal things of 
the Jews, much more must it needs he to invade 
the spiritual. So that no man is either freed 
or eased by this suggestion, but rather the 
more ensnared and overwhelmed. Neverfheles 
(I understand) that which followeth hath cleared 
this point unto them : and I hope so shall it 
also do unto others (which separate not them- 
selves from our Churches) if cause require. 

I am not ignorant that many modern and 
some ancient interpreters, understand the body 
of the eight.v-lliird Psalm of the taking of the 
houses and cities of the Jews in general, i 
only of the Temple and Synagogues, i 
only of the cities of the Levites ; for the very 
historical texture of the Psalm discover; 
much ; but that branch of it, whereon I 
fastened my anchor, and where I chiefly 
insisted, namely the twelfth verse, touching 
the "taking of the houses of God inpossessic 
(which indeed is the centre of the Psalm, what 
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interpretation soever it rcccivcth) most of them 
mk-rpret it primarily and positively for the 
Temple and holy things, then per translationem 
for Jerusalem, and by consequence, for all 
Judea, (and the people of God) in respect that 
they were there planted. 

For though we, following Gcnebrard, Calvin, 
and Arias Montanus, translate it literally, 
"Take the houses of God in possession;" 
yet the Septuagint and Greeks interpret it 
t& afiwrrVw ™S SioE. And Hierom in the 
vulgar Latin accordingly Sanctuarium Dei : 
in his other translation called Hebraica Veritas, 
(which also agree th with that elder, cited by 
Lucius in the primer ages of the Church) 
I'ulchrilmliiieiit Dei, I'ellkan, electissima, all of 
them by such denominations, as are most 
proper to the Temple and holy things. And 
therefore the Church in all former ages, and for 
the most part yet also beyond the seas, even 
in the reformed parts of Germany, retaineth 
that interpretation of Sanctutirium Dei, as best 
agreeing with the intent of the Hebrew, which 
Hierom in the Preface to his Tratislaticw. \\i-\ 



fesseth confidently (by many witnesses) that 

he hath changed in nothing. 

I allege all this but to shew, that by what 

variety of words soever the Translators express 

the original Hebrew, yet they all concur with 
as the fountain and standard ; that primd 
intention?, it nimeth at holy things, though in 

secundd it be carried unto temporal. 

Ourselves also in our own English Trans- 
lation, understand the houses of God, for 
places dedicated to the service of God. And 
therefore in the eighth verse of the seventy- 
fourth Psalm, where our Church Psalter saith, 
" burnt up all the houses of God in the land :" 
the Geneva and the King's Edition report it, 
" burnt up all the Synagogues of God in the 
land." So likewise in the first verse of the 
eighty-fourth Psalm. The dwellings of God 
are expressly spoken of His Tabernacles, and 
holy Habitations, not of His temporal. 

Yet do I not deny, but (as I say) secundd 
intentione, the words Sanctuarium, or houses 
God, in the eighty-third Psalm, are truly 
carried to all Judea, and the people of God, 



howbeit Hierom notetli expressly no such 
matter upon it ; neither could Augustine find 
it in the literal or historical sense of the text, 
and therefore he deducetli it to the people of 
God by way of tropology, using the metaphor 
of St. Paul'. Sanetuarium, (suith he,) Tern- 
plum Dei sanctum est, quod eslis vos. And 
Lyra accordingly, Saiicluarium, id est, (saith 
he,) Jerusalem, in qua erat Temphm Dei, et 
per consequent, terrain Jud&tv, cujus metropolis 
erat Jerusalem. 

Arnobius likewise of the ancients taketh it 
first for the Temple and the holy vessels, then 
extensively for the people and land of Israel. 
As for Cyprian, Origen, TertulHan, Ambrose, 
Chrysostom, Gregory, they meddle not with it, 
that I can find, not Hierom otherwise than I 
have mentioned. 

But admit that at this day most do expound 
it for the temporalities of the Jews, as well as 
for their Levitical and sanctified things ; what 
doth this contradict my application of this 
Psalm against spoilers of Churches ? or wheiein 
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is my error? I affirm the genus of one of the 
membra divide ntia, and they upon both. I 
upon one not exclusive, and they upon both 
copulative. Do not they then themselves 
affirm my assertion ? Let schoolmen be judges. 
Yea, do they not justify and enforce it? "for 
if God loveth the gates of Sion, more than all 
the dwellings of Jacob" ;" that is, the outward 
and petty things of His Church, more than all 
the stately temporalities of His lay-people, yea, 
if He loveth Jacob but for Sion, that is, the 
people but for the Church, then ex necesxario 
cansequente, when the Prophet denounce th 
such heavy things against them, that menaced 
God's lay-people, and their possessions, how 
much the rather doth he it against such, as with 
great fury and impiety afflict His more peculiar 
and chosen servants. His Temple, His Oracle, 
His holy mysteries, that is, things belonging to 
His honour and divine service ; things, and 
means, ordained to the propagation of His 
blessed word ? for this is the consequence of 
destroying our Churches, this killeth the bird 
■ Psalm lixsvii. 2. 
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in the shell ; and to a person offending in this 
nature, wrote I my book. 

By like reason it may also be said, that this 
Psalm was framed against heathens and 
infidels, (which in open hostility assailed the 
Church and people of God with fire and sword) 
not against such as be our own brethren, and 
of the family of the Church, though (in some 
sort) they do injury unto it. I answer, that 
the Ammonites, and Moa. bites were also of the 
kindred of Israel: yea, the Edomites and 
Ismaelites, of the lineage of Abraham, as well 
as the Israelites themselves : yet when they 
joined with them that sought the destruction 
of the Church, the curses of the prophet went as 
freely and as fiercely against them, as the rest, 
So if our Church be spoiled by her brethren, her 
children, or kindred, the sentence is all one 
against them as against heathens and infidels, 
yea, and that also more justly and deservedly 
by the judgment of the prophet, who accounteth 
the treachery of a familiar friend much more 
intolerable than the violence of an open enemy 1 . 

■ Ps.lm ]«. n. 
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But say I have erred, (which indeed is too 
common with mo, though it be humanum,) and 
doth the more easily befal me, having saluted 
the school of Divinity only a huge, and A 
limine : I am therefore ready with Augustine 
to put it amongst my retractations, if there be 
cause why : yet as he said of Romulus, 



Scdti 






For I am not the author of this Exposition, 
neither is it my own weapon, but borrowed, 
and put into my hand by others of elder 
time. I confess tlat as they which go to 
battle, whet their swords and bend their 
bows, so I sharpened both the edge and 
the point of it to my purpose. For all 
spirits are not cast out by ordinary power, 
nor all humours persuaded by ordinary Teason. 
Knowing therefore what was necessary in par- 
ticular for the party to whom I wrote, I ap- 
plied myself, and my pen, to that particular 
necessity: yet, not with Zedekiah, to seduce 
him by untruths, but as a faithful Michaiah", 

! Ovid, Fasti 1. ■ 1 Kings laii. U. etc. 
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to leave nothing untold, that belonged to his 

See then what I have to defend myself 
withal, both of ancient and later Fathers and 
Doctors of the Church. The first application 
(as I take it) that ever was made of this 
Psalm, was (only to the purpose I allege 
it) hy Lucius a devout Bishop of Rome, in 
the bloody age of the Primitive Church, about 
225 years after Christ; of whom (to let pass 
Cyprian) Bale, a man of our own, giveth this 
testimony, "That he was a faithful servant in 
the Lord's House — and enriched his Church 
with healthful doctrine, and afterwards being 
purified in the Lamb's Blood, he pierced the 
Heavenly Paradise, being put to death at 
Valentinion's commandment, anno 255 a ." 
This Lucius (as I noted in the margin of 
my book, § 9.) in an epistle of his to the 
Bishops of Gallia and Spain 11 , having deter- 
mined many things touching the Church, and 
somewhat also against spoilers and defrauders 
thereof, (concluding them by the example of 

■ Epiit L 3. Epiit. I. * Sea B-. p. 50. 
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Judas to be thieves and sacrilegious persons,) 
he proceedeth with them in this manner : De 
talibus, id est, (saith he,) qui facilitates Ec- 
clestte rapiunt, fraudant, et aufervnt; Dominus 
comminans omnibus per prophetam loquitur, di- 
cens, Dew ne taceas tibi, ne sileas, SfC. reciting 
the whole eighty-third Psalm every -word, 
as you may see torn. i. Concil. of Binius' 
edition . 

I took this reverend Father and great Doctor 
of the Chuich, living in the purity of religion, 
in the times of persecution, and so near the 
ages of the Apostles, to he a faithful direction 
to my pen. Yet, lest he should seem like a 
"sparrow alone on the house-top," I will 
shew you the opinion of others in the after 
ages. 

Petrus Damianus a Cardinal, whilst that 
title was rather a name of ministry than of 
dignity, and long "before it became mounted 
and purpurate, a star of his time, now almost 
600 years old, understandeth this Psalm also 
of Church possessions, and dignities, and out 

Q 



of it doth vehemently confute the Chaplains 
of Duke Gothifred, which held it no simony 
to buy Bishoprics, and Priests' places, so they 
paid nothing for the imposition of hands, (an 
opinion too common at this day,) and he ap- 
plieth against them the interpretation of the 
names of the heathen princes there mentioned, 
and concludeth them there to he huereditario 
quodam jure Sanctuarii possessore!, as you may I 
see in his Speculo Mor. 1. 5. Ep. 13. ad | 
Capellan. Gothif. 

Rupertus, who flourished ahout 500 years 
since, expoundeth it contra omnes Ecclesite 
hostes, fatsos Christianas, htereticos, fyc. 

Great Hugo Cardinalis, the first Postillator 
of the Bihle, (who flourished anno 1240, a 
little also before that Order was distinguished 
with the Horse and Red Hat, and a man to 
whom all the preachers of Christendom are 
more beholden, than many of them are aware, 
for much of that good juice, that sweeteneth 
the expositions they read, dropped from his 
pen, though now like rivers falling into other 
channels, it hath lost his name,) in his wortVi 






Comment upon the Psalter, applieth the words 
hcereditate posaideamus sanetvarium Dei, against 
those that ambitiously seek Church Livings and 
Dignities, despising the curses of this Psalm, 
as well among the great men of the Clergy, 
as them of the Laity, which by threatening or 
favour obtain Ecclesiastical promotions: and 
particularly against such men of the Church, 
as confer Prebends and Dignities upon their 
nephews and kindred, " building (as he saith) 
Sion in [their] blood, and Jerusalem in 
iniquity." Neither spareth he the Popes 
themselves, but chargeth them also that they 
possess God's Sanctuary by way of inheritance, 
in that they keep the succession of the Papacy 
among such as be only of the Roman nation. 
And much more to this purpose, which were 
too long to recite : but (concluding that the 
Prophet hath levelled at them all in this 
Psalm) he saith, De omnibus istis sequitur, 
pone eos ut rotam, fyc. 
Joannes Vitalia, (who lived above 300 years 
and for his fame and learning was also 
called to be a Cardinal, ere that this dignity 




i at the highest pitch) vehemently enforceth 
: Psalm against the great men that prey 
upon the Church, applying the interpretatii 
of the names therein mentioned very bitterly 
d them. And said farther, that they 
iess the Sanctuary of God by inherit! 
which enter into it unworthily, o 

' their uncles, nephews, and parent! 
they also which give Benefices in that 
wasting thereby, as it were, Christ's hereditary 
patrimony: with much more to this effect 11 . 

Nicolaus de Lyra, who flourished about the 
ame time, our own countryman, (though of 
Jewish parents) a star also in that age of the 
first magnitude, for his learning; and exqui- 
: above all in the Hebrew, (it being his 
thcr tongue, and elaborate by him) whose 
judgment I the rather esteem, for that Luther 
loved him, and preferred him above all inter- 
ns, as Luther himself testifieth in the 
second and ninth chapter of Genesis. He (I 
is before I have noted) exponndeth it, first, 
and properly for the Temple, (under which I 



understand all tilings dedicated unto God,) 
then for Jerusalem, because (sailh lie) " the 
Temple was there :' ' and lastly by consequence 
(for that is his own word) " for the land of 
Judrca whose chief city Jerusalem was," So 
that he maketh the Temple, and things 
belonging to God, to he the main part 
whereat the prophet aiinelh, and the city and 
country to folluw but by inference and impli- 

Come to the later writers. Genebrard iioteth 
upon Sanclaarium Dei, that the Hebrew word 
is, Habtiacula, and for the pastil saith, Gene- 
raliter de divinis onuiihvs templis, urbibus, lucis 
el oppidis populi Dei. So that if he had been 
questioned further, how he understood Habtia- 
cula, specialiter, it is then like he would have 
answered, de diriitis umiiiliiiK tem-pli* tantum, 
that is, only of Churches. But be it as it is, 
he setteth them in the first place, as the proper 
signification, and the rest in consequence, as 
analogical, according to Augustine, and our 
countryman Lyra hub. 

As for Luther, he exp'iundeth not this Psalm 



himself, that I can find : but you see what he 
attributeth to Lyra's judgment. 

Pellican, a great Hebritian, translateth it 
possideantus nobis elect issivia Dei, and ex- 
poundeth it in like manner aa before, Tewplum, 

■ittttcm, rasa, p'r/mlum Dei. 

Pomeranus interpreted it of them that did 
seek to make themselves lords and heirs of the 
Temple. 

To conclude, because the newest things arc 
most acceptable with many. The last man 
that hath written upon the Psalter, Lorinus a 
Jesuit, (and therefore I will not press his 
authority) yet to do him right, very well 
esteemed among great clerks of our own 
Church for much good learning, (though in 
matters of controversy, full enough of Romish 
leaven,) reciteth somewhat more briefly the 
former interpretations of Petrus D: 
Hugo Cardinalis, and John Vi talis, 
approving those their applications, and putteth 
them still ou into the world, as truly consonant 
to the tenor of the Psalm, which notwith- 
standing 1 doubt not hath also man^ otWi 

o 
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exposition*, as herbs have usually divert: 
virtues and operations. But thus the eldest 
and newest expositors are wholly for me, many 
also (and the best of them) of the middle ages, 
none that I know against me. For although 
Musculus, Bucer, Calvin, Mnrlorat, Mollerus, 
expound this Psalm historically of the country 
and nation of the Jews, yet when they apply it 
to the Church of Christ, (as otherwise there 
weTe no use of it) they make that application 
by way of figure and analogy ; and then is 
there no cause to raise an antithesis, or con- 
trariety between them and me. For to recon- 
cile the matter, St. Jerome in his entrance into 
the exposition of this Psalm, telleth us, that we 
may expound it figuratively of the Church, 
(which I understand in matters of action, 
government, doctrine,) or historically of the 
people of the Jews, and nations about them. 
And though Calvin himself pursueth for the 
most part the historical interpretation, yet when 
he comeih to the twelfth verse, he saith, Iterum 
accusal prof ano s Imini/ws sacrilcyii,quodprada- 
torid liceniia invnlant in ipsam Dei Itcereditatem. 



Thus much, and too much touching this 
point. As it is said in the end of the Macca- 
bees; " If I have done well, and as the story 
required, it is the thing that I desired : but if I 
have spoken slenderly and harely, it is that I 
:ould." Let no man therefore rely upon r 
but learn of them that are hound to teach, for 
"the Priest's lips should preserve knowledge, 
and they should seek the Law at his mouth, 
ar he is the messenger of the Lord of Hosts c ." 
Other things there be, wherein I would 
willingly have enlarged myself a little : But a 
Popilius in Livy, describing a circle about 
Antiochus, enforced him to answer before he 
stept out of it ; so the printer (having printed 
;o the last sheet, before I knew it) restrained 
ad arlicutum temp oris, within which 
accordingly I must needs end. 
• M*l. II. 7. 
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